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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGENT GENERAL’S
OFFICE, STAFF.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Premier: 1,
What is the number of officers employed at
the Agent General’s office and in connection
therewith? 2, The duties and salary of each?
3, The period of residence in Western Aus-
tralia (if any)?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Premier) replied: 1, 2, and 3. The infor-
mation required is supplied on teturn here-
with,

OFFICERS EMPLOYED IN AGENT GENERAL'S
OFFICE.

gal. | Cost of Res,

Nome, a Living Dutics. i

T¥- | Allowance. W.A.
T R

[ £ a.d Y.

Rushton (‘ B.'! 636 '181 18 B Secretary ... | 24
Sadteir, J. ey 432 '133 6 8| Accountoné ... 0;51'
Armitage, A‘ 276 '106 6 8| Scnior Clerk | Ni
Wade, J. G ... | 270%103 12 B|Indent Clerk | Nif
Bond, E. T. ..., 276 106 & 8] ShippingClerk| Nil
Durkin C. ..! 228 95 10 By Record Clerk| XNil
Shaw, C. It. 180 | 85 18 8| Clerk  Asslst. | Ni!
Dicke r. “Mise E. IJG 73 2 B[ Typiste Nit
Brlm- " Miss M 138 7 2 8 do. | Ni
Bsdn\wll Mis 1.>a| s 2 8| do. | owit
Bertltlot V.V, 132 64 0 8! AccountsClerk, Nil
Me n{ e 13271 84 6 B 0. ) Nd
Slee, e 144 | 71 10 8| Hall Porter ... | N
Timms. E ... 0 Telephone At- | Nl

tendant
|
* £100 Special Allowance.
LEAVE OF ABSEXCE,

Un maetion by Mr. Stubhs (for Mr. A,

Thomson) leave of absence for two weeks
granted to Mr. C. C. Maley (Irwin) on the
ground of ill-health.
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On motion by Mr., Willeoek, leave of ab-
sence for one wock granted teo Mr. Troy
(Mt. Magmet) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

On motion by Mr, Willeock, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr, Lutey
(Brown Hill-Tvanhoe)} on the ground of ill-
health,

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1. Flectoral Aet Amendment.
2. Architects.
3. Constitution Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Mines, for
the Premier. '

RETURN—WHEAT ACQUIRED.

On motion by Hon, W. C. ANGWIN or-
dered :

That a return showing the uumber of
bags of wheat acquired by the agent at
each railway siding for year 1918-19 and
for year 1919-20, also the number of bags
of wheat returned and delivered to the
Wheat Board from cach siding during the
years 1918-19 and 1919-20 be placed on the
Table of the House.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READIXG.
1, Adoption of Children Act Amendment.
2, T'igheries Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Counecil

MOTION—WYNDHAM MEAT WORKS
To inquire by Select Committee,

Mr. PUICKERING (Sussex) [4.43]: L
move—-

That a select comnittec bhe appointed to
inquire into the Wyndham Meat Works
and to report upon—ia) Cost of all works
in ¢onneetion therewith; (h) Cost of main-
tenunce; (¢) Staff: its cmoluments and al-
lowances; (1) Management; {e) DBusiness
transactions; (f) And to make any recom-
mendations it mav sce fit in the interests
of the State.

The meat industry 18 of such vast importance
ta the State that T rhink it necesgary to read
several guotations from ‘¢ The World's Meat
Foturn'' hy Mr. A, W, Pearse, becawse T
do not pretend to have that fufinite know-
ledge ol the industey which perhaps T should
have to fully discuss the guestion, Tlowever,
I have done my bost to aequire the neees-
sary knowledge in orler to place it hefore
hou., members with the view that they may
ngree with me in the desivability of appoint-
ing a seleet committee to inquire into the
guestion, In ‘“The World's Meut Future®*
written by A, W. Pearse, the editor of the
‘¢ Pastoralists’ Review,’’ he refers to re-
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warks inade by Lord Harcourt who recently
gat in the House of Lords, as follows:—

Lord Harcourt recently said in the House
‘'of Lords that while he was acting as Presi-
dent of the Board of Trade in 1916, he ac-
quired information which cauged him the
greatest anxiety i regnrd to the meat sup-
ply, and added, *‘After the war there will
be a scarcity of meat—almost a war famine.
Germany, Belgium, and Hollamd are faced
with n post-war deficit of 8,000,000 head of
cattle and Denmark, Austria, Servia and
Rouwmania  avother 8,000,000, Europe,
therefore, will seek to import from sixteen
million to twenty million head of cattle.
Britain produces only 80 per cent. of the
meat consumed. | am so hopressed with
the scriousness of the position last year
that | have sought to arrange a scheme for
seeuring a supply of chilled meat, which
will be ample for Britain for gseveral years
after the war. '’

That was a very important statement eman-
ating as it did from an avthority like Liord
Hareourt. The writer of this book in deal-
ing with the question states—

At the outset, | may say that [ fear the
information given to Lord Harcourt must
have heen of a hasty character. Granted
that the shortage in the seven European
conutries named wonld amount to sixteen
million head of cattle, that does not mean
that a similar nwuber or more would have
to be tmported to make up the shortage.
Firgt of all there will be probably sixteen
million to twenty million adults less to eat
meat, und the children, or those of them
left alive, will net by any meauws require
50 mueh meat for a few years after the
war.

When we tzke the position of Great Britain,
we find that the total number of cattle at the
end ef 1916 was 12451450 and the total
number of sheep 28,849,653, which was in ex-
cess of the numbers in Australia, although
Great Britain had twoe million more cattle
than was found in all Australia. The num-
her of countries in the world which are de-
veloping the meat industry comprise 32. They
are chiefly contained within Aunstralasiz, the
United States, Canada, South America, North
Africa, and Maunchuria. The prospects con-
cerning the world’s meat supply are as fol-
tows:—

The opinien is held almost universally
that after the war there will be a serambie
amongst all the big consuming countries of
the world and seme of the smaller nations
which have not previously been itmporters
of meat, for a sharve in the world’s export-
able surplus. Migh prices are anticipated
as a consequence of the keen competition
te be locked for under such circumstanees;
and fears are freely expressed that the
available supplies will fall far short of the
c equirements of a Continent which for
gome vears has been reduced to very modest
rations under the stress of war. The ont-
look for supplics is, however, more¢ than
hopeful; plenty is almost assured. The
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producing countries of the world in Austra-
lasia,” South America, North America and
also Seuth Afriea are being favoured with
good seasons as a rule, and they are all
well supplied with refrigerating plant, and
stoek 18 nowhere searce. The only problem
remaining to be solved is transport, aml
even that is not by any means unsatisfae-
tory. The tonunage of refrigerated steam-
ers now in existence under the British flag
is as large as at the outbreak of war.
I am giving these particulars because I do
not wan{ hon, members to think I am
advocating the appeintment of a select
committee to inquire inte the freezing
works with a view nccessarily to their sale
or abolition. I waunt to bring home to them
the vitul importance of the development of
this industry by any legitimate means, so
long as they are sound ones. The latest
vensus shows that there are in Australia
11,500,000 cattle and 80,000,000 sheep. In
1801 the figures were 11,522,000 cattle and
103,260,000 sheep. Drought, tick, red water
and lharassing legislation have, however,
brought the numbers down to the lower
level.  Alr. Pearse goes on:—
It may be taken, however, for graatel
that, given the State politicians do unot
persist in their antagonism to the stock
owners, the number of stock in Australiu
can casily be increased very largely. In
the case of caitle this ig particularly so,
because not many men are required to
handle a cattle station, whereas the
amount of laubour required on a sheep
property is large. Great developments
shonld take place in Western Australia
in regard to ecattle supply. There is an
enermons area of cxecllent cattle country,
and with freezing works at Wypdham
and other ports, a big supply of frozen
beef may be depended upon. This supply
will be a fortnight nearer the werld’s
markets than that of the Eastern sea-
board, and necessarily the freight should
be lower. The whole issue depends on the
Government; with juat legislation, secu-
rity of tenure, and decent labour there is
nothing to prevent Western Awustralia
rivalling, and c¢ven heating Queensland
in her beef output,
So far as the Kimberleys are concerned, the
writer says—

Kimberley is the cattie end of the
country, as will be shown by the follow-
ing table: —East Kimberley, catile at 31st
December, 1917, 263,604; West Kimber-
ley, - 408,366; North-West, 61,017; Gas-
coyne, 49,800; Murchison and Goldfield,
73,349; Agricultural areas, 99,358; total,
958,484. The figures show that East and
West Kimberley now possess 673,970
cattle or more than two.thirds of the
herds of the State. The growth in Kim-
berley has been rapid, as at the end of
1907 the totals were 463,735 for .the two
Kimberleys, so that the increase in the
ten-yvear period has been roughly 50 per
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cent, Ximberley has been one of the
most neglected eentres of the earth. Blest
with magnificent soil and noble rivers, it
bus been corsed by misgovermment and
neglect. When freezing works and ean-
ning plants years ago might have given
the country a market, cleaned up all the
aged cattle, and encouraged the lessees
to open out the eonatry, the Kimberley
squatters have only been able te market
some 25,000 cattle annually, by shipment
to Fremantle, six days’ steam southwards,
or to oceasionally get rid of a few thou-
gsand store Lullocks to Queensland. The
absence of markets has been pronounced
and has for many years induced a con-
dition of things closely akin to stagna-
tion. Owners  have kept down their
breeding, as it was no use going to the
expense of improving the back country
and  earrying more cattle till the rums
earncd more mouey than a bare subsist-
ence from the infrequent sales. And
consequently the country has never really
been used, develeped or stocked. All
that the lessees have done up to the
present, is to run the frontages of the
rivers and leave development $ill later
on. The eattle seldom work back more
than seven miles from the rivers and all
the rest of the occupicd runs is really
waste. There are still considerable areas
which have never been taken up; some
of it on account of the blacks, who are
troublesome in the baek country. But all
accounts agree that there is any amount
of room for a big increase in the Kimber-
ley lands when the back country 18
opened out and provided with water. The
Western Auwstralian Government has now
erected treatment works at Wyndham,
and aithough they are largely a failure in
that they have cost a rutmons price to
build, and that they ean only offer the
‘Enst Kimberley pastoralist 2} a. per 1M,
for his heef instcad of its value on the
Queensland coast, still they will epen out
gsome sort of a market for the country;
and. with the dawn of better days the
Government may perchanee write off the
£350,000 to £400,000 of waste duc to de-
partmentalism and day labour, and hanl
the concern over to the growers to ran
for themselves. Tn any case the Wynd-
ham Works represent the beginming of a
new chapter in the history of Kimberley,
which will be progressive in cxact pro-
portion to the removal of the Government
blight upon its marketing facilities, and
prosperous ay  thag econsummation 18
effected.
That shows that the develapment in this eoun-
try has been very slow indeed. Tf we follow
up the articles written in this capital work
and note the countries in which this cattle
business is in progress, it will be found that
Australia alone is lagging behind in regard
to the institution of a proper method for
carrving on the business of teat production.
In Canada and the Argentine the develop-
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ment is simply astounding. 1 will quote some
remarks concerning Canada as illustrative of
what the Government of that Dominien are
doing for their cattle growers:—

Capadian farmers are making strenucus
cfforts to augment their meat supplies, the
number of eattle in 1917 being about eight
million against 6,600,000 in 1016—an in-
crease of 20 per cent. Sheep also inereased
frow 2,022,941 in 1916 to 2,364,358 in 1917.
The Government is nssisting the farmers in
every way to inerease their live stock. The
Hon. Martin Burvell (Minister of Agricul-
ture), in a statement issued recently, out-
lines a eo-operative plan reached hetween
the department znd the Canadian railways.
The aim of the scheme is to prevent deple-
tion, of Canadian breeding and feeding
stock, insure the feeding of live stock in
Canada, and to secure the return of feed-
ing and breeding stock to the farms. It
comprises:  a redistribution poliey, which
will provide for the movement of stock
iromn areas where feed is light to areas
where foed is plentiful; free freight policy
in connection with the transportation of
breeding eattle and breeding sheep; 50 per
cent. rehate of the freight rate on ear-load
shipments of feeding cattle from Winnipeg
to eountry points in the eastern provinees;
free shipments of ear-loads of lrecdinyg
sheep and lambs from Toronto and Mon-
treal to-the West, .Jnst imagine a proposal
such as this on the State-owned railways
of Auvstralia, where stud stock are more

. heavily freighted than fat stock when being
eonveyed.  The “‘demecratic’’ population
of the hig eities wonld at once raise a ery
that the farmers were being favoured, in-
stead of having brains to understand that
the more the producer is assisted, the better
it must be for the consumer.

This should iHustrate to members that the

question in ail other parts of the world is

looked upon as one of vital importance, T

hope they will take inte consideration the
pasition of our own industry and the position
of the Wyndham Jieat Works. T want to
deal briefly with the motion as it stauds on
the Notiee Paper, and firstly with the ques-
tion of the cost of our works. 1 have made
every possible inquiry with a desire to find
out what the works have really cost. The
amounts have been varionsly stated as being
anything from £600,000 to £800,600, T am
inclined to the opinion that in all probability,
when ceverything is taken iuto consideration,
the latter amount will be found to be the
correet one. My experience of any under-
taking which has been carried out by the

Government, is that it has been established

it n eost in excess of the amount estimated.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: You know that the

Darwin works cost a similar amount,

Mr. Underwood: According to the estimates.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The estimate ap-
pears to be found in the report of the Seleet

Committee of the Sth Mareh, 1915. This re-

port quotes the tender of Mr. Nevanas at
£155,150. '
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Mr, Underwood: What was the Public
Works estimate?

Mr. PICKERING: T do not know. The
total amount I have arrived at from that re-
port is £180,000; £30,000 for water, £30,000
for a jetty and £120,000 for the works

Tlon. W, €, Angwin: They never took on the
jetty.

! Mr. PICKERING: This is, at all events,
the only way in which I could arrive at the
fignres.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They did, not give a
price for the jetty.

Mr. PICRKERING: For what purpose was
this £180,0007

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They said it could not
be done for the money. .

My, PICKERING: It was a broad and
sweeping statement, and one on which po
business community eould undertake the eree-
tion of such large works. It is estimated that
Vestey Broa. works cost a somewhat similar
amount to that mentioned in conncetion with
the Wyndham Meat Works.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: When Vestey’s started

they expected to spend £100,000.

" Mr. PICKERING: When the Wyndham
Meat Works are brought up to a similar condi-
tion to Vestey Bros. works they will have
cost that much. It wust be borne in mind
that the Wyndham Meat Works are by no
means yet completed.

Mr. Underwood:
completed?

Mr. PICKERING: I am not prepared to
say. After these works were allegedly built,
T understand that Mr. Allen, an expert in this
business, was brought from Queensland. He
made a report upon the works, and T believe
the amount he estimated as being necessary
to complete them was simply astounding. I
understand however that the amount approxi-
mates within the neighbourhood of £200,000.
That will bring the total cost of these build-
ings, taking into consideration the accumn-
lated intercst and sinking fund, up to the
amount that Vestey’s cost. Vestey’s works,
however, have this advantage, that they are
in the position that they can dea! with the
business with which they operate.

Mr. Underwoed: Then why don’t they?

Mr. PICKERING: The hon, member will
probably have an opportunity later of telling
us why they do mot. I am nof here to tell
hin that. T am talking about the Wyndham
Waorks. We know that the Wyndham Works
are not operating, and that whilst they are
idle, they are costing the State somcthing like
£70,000 per annmn. Tt weuld be useless for
the Wyndham Meat Workg to attempt to work
to their full capacity becanse we know they
have not the sterage, and therefore they
would need to have regular steamship service,
say cvery three weeks,

Mr. Underwood: XNonsense,

Mr. PICKERING: The hon. member is at
likerty to preve to the contrary. The ques-
tion is what prospect is there for increased
shipping along the North-West coast or the

Are the Darwin works
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far North. So far as one ean sec that pros-
peet is very remote. We must remember that
the shipping question canunot be confined to
the gervice hetween Fremantle and the far
North, hut we must take into consideration
the overseas shipping, and the difficulty be-
comes greater on account of the increased
tariff lately imposcd by the Federal Govera-
ment. The effect of this tariff will be that
there will be a decrense in the imports to Aus-
tralia, which will mean a diminution in the
shipping, and reduced space for works such as
those at Wyndbam. If the gpacc is available
it will be at an enhanced value, and as there
wiil be absence of freight to Auastralia we shall
be expected to pay both ways. I contend that
the Wyndham Meat Works have, through vari-
ous causes, heen highly over-capitalised. That
seems to he very evident especially in view of
what T have just read in regard to the world’s
meat future.

Hon, T. Walker: That is nothing new.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have yon
Vestey's Works?

Mr. PICKERING: It is estimated that in
order to make the Wyndham Works a pay-
able proposition we shall have to write off a
considerable sum of money. I am prepared
to put this amount down at the neighbourhood
of £400,000. There has not been one State
undertaking which has not been in a similar
position.

Hon. P. Collier: That i3 nonsense.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Quote one that has
been in a gimilar position.

Mr. PICKEERING: The State Implement
Works, and the State Steamship Service is
going to be one of the worst,

Hon, P. Collier: Going to be; we cannot
argue about the future; we can argue about
the past. .

Mr, PICKERING: In my opinion the finan-
cial aspect of the Wyndham Meat Works is
appalling, and cven though we decide to
write off an amount like that which I have
just quoted we ghall not be petting rid of our
liability., Tt will simply mean writing off
that sum and transferring it to our funded
defieit.

Hon P, Colliecr: We are writing off £100,
000 every year on account of fertilisers.

Mr. Chesson: Of course, that is nothing.

Mr, PTCKERING: T consider therefore
that n thorough investigation into these works
is necessary with the view of ascertaining
whethter the money spent was spent wisely,
and whether a saving can be effected even at
this stage. With regard to Vestey's, T under-
stand that in the course of their operations
they found that it was impracticable to do
their eanning at their works at Darwin, and
they deeided to send the meat to Sydney to be
treated there.  This should have been known
to those who designed the Wyndham Works
and therefore the big expense ineurred in eon-
nection with the canning portion of the works
eould have been ent ount.

Hon. W. C. Angwin. How could they pos-
sibly bhave known, when the Darwin works
were not in existence.

seen
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Mr, PICKERING: They had the advantage
of Vestey’s experience.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Nothing of the kind.
I have a letter from Yestey's where they poiut
out this very fact.

Mr. PICKERING: T would also like to
know what the position is in regard to the
maintenance of the Wyndham Works., We
know that they are situated north of the
tropic of Caprieorn. I have not lived in that
climate but 1 can imagine that the climate
would affect the buildings more in such a
latitude than in the southern part of the
State. It would be interesting to know what
amount the Government have allowed for
depreciation on the buildings. It would alse
be interesting to know what it has cost for
the maintenance of these buildings. It would
also be interesting to know what it js costing
for the caretaking of these buildings whilst
they are lying idle. These are all important
matters, and the country should know some-
thing abont the real position. I believe the
cost of waintaining the works should be as-
sessed at something like 71 per cent. That
I imagine would be a low amount to fix,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is not so much
when your clevators will cost 3 per cent.

Mr. PICKERING: They arz to be in a
different situation, The hon. member, if he
knows anything about buildings of the size
of the meat works, must be aware that if
allowed to remain idle, they must depreciate
very quickly. Another matter that I would
like investigated is the number of managers
we have had since the works have been in
operation, T ghould like to know what has
been the result of the outlay consequent upon
such changes of management.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There have only been
£Wwo managers.

Mr. PICKERING: I suppose it will be
difficult to get any information. I under-
stand that there have heen several structural
alterations due to the change of management,
and it wounld be interesting to know what ex-
pense the coontry has been put to in this
respeet. T would also like to know how the
business has been conduected, whether con-
triiets have been entered into, and with what
results.

Hon, T. Walker:  You do not requirc a
selcet committee for that.

Mr, PICKERING: I think we do. We know
that these works have not been able to pay
as good a rate as the Quecnsland Works for
the meat that they treat, yet we find that
the Quecnstand works are continuing opera-
tions while our works have had to close
down.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Premier told us
the works were closed down for want of
trade. When was that book printed that you
have?

Mr. PICKERING: In 1920.

Mr, McCallum: T was in Quecensland a
few weeka ago and found that the meat
workas there, with a ecouple of exceptions,
were cloged down,
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Mr. PICKERING: How many were work-
ing? Does the hon. member know!

Mr. McCallum: I know that most of them
were closed down,

Mr. PICKERING: The Queensland Meat
Exporting Works have a ecapacity of 330
cattie and the total storage is 2,000 tous.
Those works closely approximate the works
at Wyndham, and they were working until
recently.  There is another, the Ross River
works _at Townsville, which is in mueh the
same position as the Queensiand Meat Ex-
poerting Wirks. It will be interesting to know
why the Wyndham Works, which appear to
be very similar to those 1 have referred to,
were not able to give as good a price for
carcases as the works in Queensland. I would
also like to know what is the stock in trade
at Wyndham, whether is has been judieiously
purchased, whether it is likely to be of any
value, and what is to become of it. It seems
to me from the remarks the Premier made
a short time back, that the value of the
stoek in trade of this undertaking is enor-
mous, It is necessary in this respect to find
out the true position. If an hon. member
makes an inquiry from the Goverument by -
way of question, it seems to be the object
of the Government to hide its tracks. There-
fore in a ecase such as this, where so much
money of the taxpayers is invested, there
should be an investigation,

Hon. P, Collier: Do you mean to say that
Ministers do not tell the truth when they
reply to questions asked by membera?

AMr. PICKERING: T make the assertion
that the sole idea which seems to actuate
Ministers is te throw dust in the cyes of the
questioner,

Hon. T. Walker: That is a serious charge.

Mr. PICKERING: The labour conditions
at Wyndham need to be investigated and
while on this subject, the suggestion thrown
out by the member for Kimberley (Mr. Du-
rack) that it might be possible for the
Wyndham and the Carnarvon works to oper-
ate in unison, could be inquired iate with the
view of ascertnining whether an arrangement
could be arrived at to use the Wyndham
labour at Carnarvon when nob required at
Wyndham. or vice versa.

Tlon. P, Collier: A simple maiter, now that
Breariey intends to operate up that way. He
coutd take them backward and ferwards on
the one day.

Mr. PTCKERTNG: T desire to have some
information about the staff that has heen
engaged at the Wyndham works, as to how
many have heen retained, and how they are
at present employed. T understand that some
of the clerks are drawing £7 and £8 a week
and that they are in receipt of a travelling
or what is called a ‘‘waiting’’ allowance.

The Minister for Agrienlture: You know
where the staif are located.

Mr. PICKERING: The allowanee granted
s £1 and 2355 a day, and it is ealled a
““waiting’’ allowance. Apparently they are
tired of using the word ‘‘travelling.”” 1
understand this staff is not at Wyndbam,
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that it is in Perth and enjoying all the
comforts of civilisation while it is drawing
its ““waiting’’ allowance. This is a serious
matter and should also be investigated.

lion. I’. Collier: You are asking for an
inquiry, and youw are ‘proncuncing judgment
on all.

My, PICKERING: T am only giving hou.
members the fringe of the knowlerldge L have
regarding these worlks.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
works do not pay.

Mr. PICKERING:
this position?
culture or the
Meat Worksg?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You should have
dealt with thia matter at your confercence,

Mr. PICKERING: T am content to deal
with the matter in this Chamber without the
conforence. I prefer to deal with these mat.
ters in the proper place, in this Chamber. L
understand that the Minister eontrolling the
meat works is the Minister for Agrieulture.

The Minister for Agricultnre; Your under-
standing is wrong on that matfer, just as ig
yonr opinion on the other matters you have
yuoted. .

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister for Ag-
riculture had a considerable amount to do
with these works when Mr, Baxter was in
that position.

Hon. P, Coltier: Te was n different man.

Mr. PICKERING: Perhaps the Govern-
ment found that the present Minister for Ag-
riculture is not eapable of carrying ont the
Auties.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do not
know where the officers arec or what depart-
ment they are under. T return the compli-
ment to you.

Mr. PICKERING: Tn dealing with these
buriness transnctions, T understand that there
was a quantity of hides which ecould have

N9 wonder the meat

Who is responsible for
Ts it the Minister for Agri-
manager of the Wyndham

heen disposed of hy the Wyndham Meat
Works. I belicve {he amount invelved was
£54,000. )

TTon, . Cotlier:
viee at work?

Mr. PICKERING: When 1 undertake to
find a thing T make 1t my husiness to find
ont as much as possible.

Hon. T. Walker: You do not require a
select committee by any means.

My, MeCallum: T ean pick your souree of
information in one.

Mr. PICKERING: T bet yua cannot.

Hon, P. Collier: Mr. Speaker will hold the
stakes. -

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order !

Mr. PICKERTNG: Some of the new niem-
hers of this Chamber seem to think they are
heaven-sent geniuses and know everything.
I wag dealing with the question of hides
and the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
MeCallum) has a pretty thick one,

Hon. P. Collier: Modest men like yourself
are ashamed.

Mr. PTCKERING: The sum of £54,000 has
been lost to the State by bad business meth-

Have vou a seeret ser-

. grossly mismanaged.
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ods. The works were offered s, 4d. per 1h.
for that ¢uantity of hides. At that time the
priee ruling in Vietoria was ls, id. per Ih.
The manngement turned down the offer nt
1s. 4d. and the next offer they could get was
9d. Ultimately the hides vran and they coull
not be sold at all, with the result that the
State lost £54,000 through mal-administyn-
tion. Whose fault was this?

tlon. I’. Collier: That must have been the
Minister's fault.

Mr, ''CKERING: I want to atlotate the
blame to the person who is mainls respon-
gible, The committee I am advecating woulel
he able te go into this matter.

Hon., W, C. Angwin interjected.

My, PICKERING: It is astounding to me
in view of the hwportance of the meat in-
dustry tu Western Avstralin and to the world,
that members of this Assemliy only find this
subject a matter for hilarity.  Members of
this Chamber are ready enough to rush into
extravagant cxpenditure and this is the way
they treat the results when they are antlingd
to them. The Wyndbam Meat Works cost an
astounding sum. The works are highly over-
capitalised and in my opinion have been
A staff is in existenee
which is practically doing nothing. 'They are
being paid large salaries and expenses and
are doing nothing for them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have to take your
share of the responsibility.

Mr, PICKERING: T am vot responsible in
any way.

Hon. P, Collier: Yes, vou are.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 am talking about
tho management.

My, PICKERING: T was not in Parliament
when these works were started.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The trouble
is you were nof consunlted,

My, PICKERING: Had I been consulted
the Wyndham Meat Works would naot be in
the serious position they are to-day. The
question arises as to what we are to do with
the works.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is the
point.  What are you going to do with them?
Let us have your ideas.

Mr. PICKERING: It is admitted by one
of the Ministers of the Crown, who is respon-
sible with others tor the meat works, that that
is the point. | cannot allocate the blame tfo
him, but I presume it must be to the Minister
for State Trading Concerns, who is not pre-
sent.  In the ahsence of that Minister, who
will showlder the blame?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Mr, Colebateh is the
Minigter.

Mr. PICKERING: [ forgot we had another
department.  'There is the North-West Depart-
ment, of course.

The Minister for Agriculture:
your apology.

My, PIOCKERING: To whom?

The Minister for Agriculture: To me.

AMr. SPEARFER: Order, order!

*

Now make



‘668

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister for Agri-
culture represents the Minister for the North-
West in this Chamber.

The Minister for Agriculture: T do not.

Mr. PICKERING: We must have a Min-
ister here.

The Minister for Mines: You take it on.
If yon do, we won't have any grombling.

Mr, PICKERING: We have not had any
grumbling from the Minister for Mines, who
walked inte a portfolio,

Hon. P. Collier: He would storm if he
were on this side of the House,

Mr. PICKERING: We had storms from
him when he was over there.
The Minister for Mines:

too lightly.

Mr, PICKERING: I think it is right that
a seleet committee shonld be appointed by
this Chamber.

Hon. P. Collicr:
sion? .

Mr. PICKERIXG: T am afraid they would
not be able to make the investigation as
thoroughly as I should like, Members of
Parliament should take the responsibility of
making these investigations.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You should get the
seleect committee to go to Wyndham and in-
vestigate the matter on the spot.

Hon. T. Walker: No, bring the works down
here. -

Mr. PICKERING: It might be of advant-
age if we could do that, We know a large
amount las been expended on these works
and that a further large amount is neeessary
before they can be put in a fit. condition to
operate. 1f it is true that in order to put
these works in a better position it was neces-
sary to write them down by between £400,000
and £500,000, is it wise for this Heusc to
assent to further expenditure to the extent
of £200,000 before the disposal of these works
is eonsidered?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are not dis-
posed of yet and they are not likely to be
disposed of.

Mr. PICKERING: We should consider
what we are going to do with these works.
In my opinion, it should be the Auty of the
seleet committee to inquire into this matter
and report to the House as to what should be
done, Are we to continue the works as a
State trading econcern?

Hon, W, C. Angwin:.
started yet.

Mr. PICKERING: That is so, but the in-
dieations so far are that they will net bhe 2
payving proposition.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
chance.

Mr. PICKERIXG: Tf we are not going te
confinue the meat works as a State trading
concern, are we to submit then to pnblie ten-
der and sell them to the hlgheqt bidder. , The
meat business of Australia anil of the world
is threatened by a serious combination in
America known, I underséand, as the Armour
Veat Trust. It would be a very sad thing

1 let you down

Why not a Royal Commis-

They have searcely

Theyr have not had a
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if the meat works were sold and bought by
this combine, That aspect will have to be
congidered if we go inte the question of sell-
ing these works. If we are not to operate
the works or sell them, we must do something.
Bhall we write them down by such an amount
that they can be operated as a payable con-
cern by a eo-operative company’

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is your game,
is it?

Mr. PICKERING: |1 always thought the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W,
C. Angwin) was a wan of wide vision, and
that he was just in his approximation of
c¢thers’ intentions. X

Hon. W. C, Angwin: T am,

Mr. PICKERING: I never thought that the
member for Nerth-East Fremantle would at-
tribute motives to other hon. members,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Is that what you want
them handed over for?

Mr. PICKERING: 1 am surprised that the
member for North-East IFremantle should at-
tribute a base motive to any hon. member who
is simply putting his views hefore this Cham-
ber. I thought much better of him. I want
to know, however, whether we are to sell the
meat works, continue them as a State trading
coneern, or write them down so that they may
he condueted as a co-operative concern. There
sgems to he only the three alternatives. The
difficulties of the position are great, and we
want to take into consideration the enormous
amount of money at stake in this business.
It is the duty of the House to appreeciate the
responsibilities attached to the position of hon.
members, and to take steps to have the mat-
ter thoronghly investigaied. Outside the
works, we lhave other difficulties such as the
difficnlty of shipping, the uncertainty of the
market, the difficulties in connection with
labour, and ether difficulties which appear in
every direetion in eonncetion with the meat
works, Much of the difficulty could be over-
come by the appointment of a select ecommit-
tee to thoroughly investigate the position and
submit decisions to this Chamber. T do not
want to take up any more time of the House,
for others T presune will speak who are more
familiar with the meat industry than I am
myself. I have endeavoured to show the im-
portance of the industry, and I have taken up
an impartial attitude in connection therewith.
I have not suggested that I am favourable
to any one course more than to another, and
I think that a committee such ag could be
appointed by this House to investigate this
question, could reasonably be expected to sub-
mit to this Chamber some policy which would
probably tend te relieve us of some of the
diffienlties with which these large ment works
are confronted and which are overwhelming
us.

« The AMinister for Agriculture: A seleet com-
mittee could not report during this session.

Mr. PICKERING: That is a matfer for
the House to consider,

On motion by the Minister for Agricultore,
debafe atljournéd.
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RETURN—FPUBLIC SERVICE,
Cost of holiday and other leave.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.29]: 1
look upon this motion as a purely formal one,
and in the circumstances I will not take up
the time of the House in discussing 1I: I
move—

That & return be laid upon the table of
the House showing: (a) The total cost to
the State for the year cnded the 30th June,
1921, for annwal holidays for State em-
ployees (exclusive of the Railway Depart-
ment); (b) the cost for the same period
for long service leave; (e) the cost for the
same period for sick leav

Hon. P. COLLIER (RBonlder) [5.30]:
Though the wording of the motion indicates
that the hon. member is merely asking for
a return, I think he must have some reasons
for seeking the information.

Mr, A. Thomson: I look upon it as purely
a formal matter for the information of the
public,

Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member may
think that is so, but he must bave some
reasons for wishing to get the information,
and he ought to put the House in possession
of his reasons. The hon. member might let
ug know how it will be possible to compile
an aceurate return on the lines desired. 1
flo not know whether his object is to secure
information which will enable him to hold
up to the public of thig State

Hon. T. Walker: In scorn.

Hon. P. COLLIER: —in scorn or in any
nther way, the publie scrvants of this State,
and to indicate that they are benefiting to
the extent of perhaps hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds a year by way of annnal
leave, lonyg service leave, und sick leave. I
want to tell the hon. member that it is not
possible to ecompuic the cost to the State
of the leave as set out in this motion. Any
return prepared would be misleading and
caleulated to present the Publie Service in
a false light before the people of the coun-
try. Take the first paragraph, the total
cost to the State for the wear ended the
30th June for annual holidays, how will that
amount be calculated? The total number of
members of the Public Serviee, the salary
drawn by cach and a fortnight’s annual
leave? Assume that there are 1,000 em-
ployees in the service who receive an aver-
age salary of £5 a week, a fortnight’s
annual leave would represent in money an
amount of £10,000. There is no other way
of calenlating it; but to put it that way
would be very misleading indeed. Tt might
possibly not cost the State one penny. T
know for a fact that while public servants
arc absent on annual leave, others are not
emploved to fill their places. It invariably
follows that their fellow workers in the
department perform the work for those who
are absent on annual leave. In many eases
where the work performed is of an im-
portant or speecial character, and requires

a professional man, it is allowed to aceumu-
Jate and the officer performs it after he re-
turns, in many cases by working overtime
for which he receives mo pay whatever.

The Minister for Agriculture: This leave
is for recupcration.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is another aspect
of the guestion. 1 want to remind the
member for Katanping {(Mr. A. Thomson)
and the House that it is not possible to
compute the cost to the State with any
degree of uccuracy. It might not cost the
State 25 per cent. of the amount that would
be shown in this return, and in many of
the smallecr depariments, for the reansons I
have given, it would not cost the State any-
thing at ail. Therefore, it is not fair for
the Touse to carry a motion requiring the
compilation of a return which would be
misleading Dot only to members of the
House but to the general public as well.
Now take the case of long service leave.
The same arguments apply. After a certain
number of yenrs members of the Civil Ser-
vice are entitled to six months? leave, but
in my experience as a Minister, I have not
known many cases where the department
has had to employ casual labour to fill the
places of those on annual or long service
leave.

The Minister for Agrienlture : That is
granted only after 14 years’ service.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Three months after
seven vears’ service and six months after
14 years’ service.

Hon. P, COLLIER: How is it possible to
estimate the eost for sick leave? It is not
possible, A man is off duty say for a week
on sick leave. The person compiling a re-
turn on the lines desired by the member for
Katanning would caleulate that man's
galary at £6 a week and say the cost to the
State was £6. This, however, would be mis-
leading because no one would be employed
to do his work, IIis fellow workers in the
office would perform somc of the work and
some of it would be allowed *to aceumulate
until his return.

Mr. Mann: It would cost something to
get this information out.

Hon. . COLLTER: That would not be se
bad it the information was rveliable, but
reliable information cannot he obtained. It
is not possible for any officer of the depart-
ment, not even the Public Service Commis-
gioner, to obtain this information with any
degree of aeccuracy. Intormation eculd be
supplied only on the basis I have indicated,
and that would be absolutely misleading to
the eountry and would place the Publie
Service in a false light. It is easy to take
the number of officers in the department
and multiply it by the salary for the peried
of the leave. but the actual cost to the State
might not bhe £5.000. Parliament ought not
te he instrumental in presenfing to the
publie information which ean only be mis-
leadine and which would he unfair to a
section of the community. Then there is
the aspeet indicated by the Minister for
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Agriculture apart from the pounds shillings
and pence point of view. The prineciple of
annual leave 1is now acknowledged in
directions where it was never acknowledzed
before. Until receut years the prineiple of
the annnal holiday on full pay was con-
ceded in the ease only of public servants
or employecs of the Government, but our
Arbitration Courts have extended that prin-
ciple practically throughout the wiale of
onr industrial life. The Arbitration Court
in this Siate of recent years has invariably
awarded annual nolidays on full pay to the
men and women engaged in our virious in-
dustries. It is recognised as necessary that
men and women should have a cessation
from their labours, at least for a fortnight
once every year, LEmployers rccognise that
they get value from it; it realty does not
cost them anything,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon, T. Walker: The employers gain by
it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, because the em-
plovees return recuperated in health and
better able to perform their duties than
when they continued year after year in a
jaded state of health. 8o, in the long
ron, the cost to the State is very small. Hav-
ing regard to all aspects, it will he found
that the aunual holidays of the public ser-
vants have mot really cost the State any-
thing at all. Therefore, the House ought not
to authorise the preparation of this return.
T hope the motion will be rejeeted. I would
have no objection to the hon, member ob-
taining information with regard to the con-
duct of public affairs if it was possible to
obtain relinble information, bmt Parliament
ought to be very carcful about ordering the
preparation of a return which will be mis-
leading to the people of this State. Some
members might regard this motion as o for-
mal one, but it should be recognised that it
is a matter of considerable importance to a
large scetion of the people, and it is not for
this House to hold up to the scorn of the
community the men and women who eomprise
the Publie Service, or to present them in any
false light to the people of the country, For
these reasons I_intend to vote against the
motion and T ask the House to da likewisc.

Mr. MANN (TPerth) [5.42]: As an ex-
Government servant, having served for
some 24 years in an important depart-
ment and  having heen for three years

in charge of an  important department,

I am in a position to give the House
first hand information with regard to
leave. TE an officer is granted long service

leave, for some weeks prior to going on leave
he brings his files up to date and makes the
way clear, Tf during the time he is away
something with which he is personally ac-
quainted crops np, it is altlowed to stand over
until hig return, unless he js e he absent for
a lengthy period. During the whole of my
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service no special men were employed while
ofiivery were on leave, The other officera
always stood up to the work, and if there
was a little extra work, they did it. When
the officer returned from leave he, in his
turn, shouldered a little extra work while
otliers went away,

MHon. P. Collier: Yet this return would
show the wages for the whole of the period
those efficers were away.

Mr, MANN: Tf that is so, suech a return
wonld be incorreet. I am speaking from the
point of view of the Police Department and
the Criminal Investigation Department.

Mr. Underwood: They must have spare
time.

Ar. MANN: There is no spare time. The
duty roster is arranged to provide against
that. In the Criminal Investigation Branch,
if it is necessary to work a little longer, the
officers work longer, No special officers have
cver been engaged in that branch to take
the place of those on leave; and I believe this
applics throughout the departmcrts of our
Government service.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

RETURN—RAILWAYS, PRIVILEGE
AND FREE PASSES.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.47}:
I move—
That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing (a) the cost to the
Railway Department of privilege tickets
for the year ended 30Gth June, 1921; (b)
the cost of free passes issved to railway
employees for the same period; (e) the
cost of free passes over Interstate railways;
{d) the cost to the Railway Department of
anmual holidays for the same period; (e)
the cost of payment for sick leave; (f)
the cost of free passes for members of
Parliament,
I regret that I did not deal with my previous
motion at length, The object I have in mov-
ing the present motion is the same as that
which caused mg¢ to bring the previous one
forward. I am animated by no desire what-
cver to hold up any public servant or Govern-
ment employee to scorn or ridicule. I pre-
sume that the arguments advanced by the
Leader of the Opposition against the previous
motion will he used against this one also.
However. the ordinary business man knows
what is the annuval cost to him of the holidays
of his employees.

Hon., 'T. Walker:
if he is just.

Mr. A, THOMSON: 1 am an employer in
a small wav, and I know what it costs me
per annum for the holidays of my employees.
I know what T have to paysthem during their
holidays.

Hon. T. Walker: That is your standard.

Hon. P. Collier: That is your basis. You
say, ‘I pay a man £6 a week, and I give him

He does not know that,
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a fortnight’s holiday, and so that costs me
£12,7? But that is wrong,

Mr. A. THOMSPN: I have no desire what-
ever to take away any of the rights and privi-
leges of the publie servants and the railway
employees. IMowever, in the Arbitration
Court it was stated only recently that the
privileges were of no importance, that they
were a matter of indifference to the em-
ployees. But the astonishing thing is that if an
attempt is made to abolish even a single privi-
lege of any section of the State emplovees,
at once there is n ery that an injury is being
inflicted. 1 adwmit that in several awards the
Arbitration Court has latterly granted holi-
days to varionsg classes of employces. But in
the metropolitan area, and indeed throughout
this State, there are large numbers of men
who lose their pay whenever they take a holi-
day. Various classes of workers, for instance,
lose their pay on account of wet weather,
during whieh they cannot carry on their em-
ployment. For the information of hon, mem-
bers and of the country, 1 desire to obtain
the partienlavs for which my motion asks. T
believe the staff of the Railway Department
will be astonished when they learn the enorm-
ous amount of money involved in the various
privileges which they enjoy. 1 do not wish
to discuss the matter purely from a pounds
shillings and pence point of view,

Hon. P. Collier; But there is no other way
of computing the information.

Mr, A. THOMSON: T do not say for a
single moment that these men are not entitled
to their holidays and privileges. Neverthe-
less, the return would be interesting as show-
ing the cost to the State of Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. T. Walker:
cost.

Hon. P. Collier:
be obtained.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tt would be a most
astounding position if our Government de-
partments were unable to furnish infermation
such as this. Cannet the Railway Department
give, for instance, the cost of privilege tickets
for the year ended on the 30th June, 19214

Hen. P. Collier: No.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: During the recent
arbitration case’ the Commisgsioner of Rail-
ways stated that the privilege tickets were
being abuged. Evidence was given that the
privilege tickets represent a great advantage

You cannot find out the

The information cannot

to the men fortunate enough to be employed

in the Railway Department,

Hon., T. Walker: What are the privilege
tickets? .

Ar. A. THOMSON: They really represent
the right to travel at rednced rates.

Hon. T, Walker: Whent

Mr. A, THOMSON: At any time of the
year.

The Minister for Mines: The privilege is
given to the employee and his wife and
children.

Mr. A, THOMSON: That is so.

Mr, MeCallum: Toes not the farmer's wife
get the same privilege?
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Mr. A, THOMSON: No.
Mr. MeCallum: Yes, she does.
Mr. A, THOMSON: The member for

South Fremantle ean claim to know a terrible
lot, but he does not know everything. That
privilege is given to the farming eommunity
only once a year.

My. MeCallum: The farm labourer’s wife
and children do not get that privilege.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Ycs, they do. When
the farming community avail themselves of
that privilege, they have to travel sceond
class. Moreover, the privilege has been in-
stituted only recently.

Mr, MeCallum: But you would not admit
its existence.

Mon. T, Walker: The member for Katan-
ning is only sorry that the farming community
do not get more privileges.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I have no desire to
create any ill-feeling, but I do hold that the
House is entitled to know the annual cost to
the State of these privilege tickets, if only
by way of contrasting the position of the
railway employee with that of the working
man outside. The memher for South Fre-
mantle interjected that the farm labourer
does not receive the same concession as-is
granted to the farmer, but the fact
is that the farm labourer does receive
that concession once a year, exactly as
the farmer docs. The reason for grant-
ing cheap ecxcursion fares to the farming
community, especially once per annum, is
that during the period when those rates are
available to the community as a whole,
namely at Christmas, harvesting operations
compel the agriculturist te remain on his
farm.

Mr. Underwood: I am glad you brought
this matter up. The North-West will want
the same concession,

Mr. A. THOMSON: TFor the reason T have
stated, the Commissioner of Railways in his
wisdom has seen fit to grant the people out-
back and in the farming districts generally,
cheap excursion fares at other, more con-
venient, seasons of the year.

Hon. P. Collier: That has nothing to de
with the motion.

Mr. A, THOMSON: DPerhaps not, but it
has a great deal to do with the interjee-
tion of the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. MeCallum}, to which I consider myself
entitled to reply.

Mr. Underwood: One wants to be a rail-
way employee and a farmer’s wife; then one
is right.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Pilbara is not addressing the Chair. I
shall be glad if he will allow the member
for Katanning te proceed without interrup-
tion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Commissioner
of Railways has shown n esive to eut out
the privilege tickets altogether., Surely the
return my motion asks for ean be furnished.

Hon. T, Walker: No,

Mr, A, THOMSON: Ther it is time the
railways were under different management.
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My motion also asks for the cost of free
passes issued te railway employees for the
12 months ended on the 30th June last, the
cost of free passes over Interstate railways
for the same period, the cost to the Railway
Department of annual holidays and of sick
leave, and the cost of frec passes for mem-
bers of Parliament.

Hon. P, Collier:
gallery play.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I bet it costs the de-
partment more for your frece pass than for
minge.

Mr. A, THOMSON: What a brilliant in-
terjection from the member for North-East
Fremantle! I represent o country comstitu-
eney, and I have to -travel backwards and
forwards hetween my home and Perth every
week. T am entitled to use my railway priv-
ilege for that purpose.

Hon. P. Collier: This is ehcap gallery
play.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am sorry that 1
sheuld be hurting the Leader of the Opposi-
tion so much,

Hon. . Collier:
a hit.

Hon. T. Walker: We appreeiate the mem-
ber fer Katanning from our very hearts,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am sorry to reach
the depths of the hon. member’s heart. I
am afraid his disposition towards myself is
not very friendly,

Hon. T. Walker:
yours.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Probably it is my
misfortune. I hope that as a result of the
furnishing of this return the railway em-
ployecs will realise the enormous advant-
ages they enjoy as compared with the aver-
age outside artisan. The effeet may be to
make our railway employees, and also our
public servants, a little more contented with
their jobs than they have shown themselves
in the past. TPicking up the newspaper any
morning, one sees appeal after appenl from
the public servants. As Parliament has
given them the right to appeal, T do not
blame them for taking advantage of it to
ask for higher pay.

Hon. . Collier:
them.

Mre. A. THOMSON: T say the publie ser-
vant is fully entitled to avail himself of his
right of appeal; but it is time the country
realised the cost of the various privileges
conferred on railway employees and public
servants gencrally,

Al! That is a bit of

You are not hurting wme

If it is not, the fault is

But you are blaming

The MINISTER FOR JMINES (Hon, J.
Seaddan—Albany) [5.59]: T move—

That the debate be adiourned.

Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [6.0]: I move
an amendment—

That the words
months’’ he added.

TNl this day  six

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
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Amendment put and division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes o .. .. B |
Noes . .. .. RS |
Majority against .. .o 10
AYES,
Me. Angwln Mr, J."H. Smith
Mr. Chesson Mr. Walker
Mr. Collier Mr. Willcock
Mr. Corboy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Heron Mr. Simons
Mr. McCallum {Teller.}
NoEs.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Pickering
Mr., Boyland Mr. Piesse
Mr. Broun I Mr. Richardson
Mr. Carter Mr. Sampson
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gibson Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. A. Thoemson
Mr. Latham Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr, Mullany
Mr. Money (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Motion (adjournment) put amd passed.

RETURN_-UNIMPROVED LAND,
Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [6.6]: 1

move—

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing the area of unimproved
Iand held privately or by the Government
within seven miles of existing railways.

We are repeatedly told that we should sectile
the land, already alienated but lying unim-
proved, along the railways. We are also told
that a tax should be imposed on unimproved
land, Tt is with a desive to get reliable in-
ferration that T move the motion. I believe
T shall not inenr the wrath of the Leader of
the Opposition by moving this motion, but
will artrally have his support.

Hon, T. Walker: Do not be too sure.

The Minister for Mines: How are yon
going to ret the information?

Mr. A, THOAMSOXN: T understand that in-
strnetions have been issued by the department
far the compilation of the aggregate area of
unimproved land within an area of seven

. miles along the railways, and T am told that

the T.ands Department has that information
to-dav Tt is with the object of securing the
infarmation that I move the motion.

The Minister for Mines: The infermation
we asked for was in regard to Government
lands. You cannot tax Government lands.

Mr, A. THOMSON: T admit that. hut 1
am afraid we have not too muech Government
land left. 8till, whatever there may be avail-
able, it is just as well that we should have
a retorn showing the area. We are frequently
told that we should not build more railways,
but shnuld wntilise the vacant land along the
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exigting lines in order to make the railways
pay. T should like to know whether there
really are large areas of unimproved land
along the railways.

Mr. Money: The information you ask for
would be quite useless uniess we got a classi-
fieation as well.

Alr. A, THOMSBON: | am desirous of
getting the information nsked for. Probably
an attempt will be made to impose an unim-
proved land tax, in which ease this informa-
tion should be available to members,

‘The Minister for Mines: You could not get
it in the form in which you usk for it.

Hon. . Coilicr: To get that information
would require hundreds of survevors at work
for five vears,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And when vou got it
it would be of no use.

Ar. A, THOMSOXN:  Then it woulil show
the valuc of the statement that there is such a
Jarge arvea of nnimproved land along the rail-
ways.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We can all see that
from any railway train.

Mr. A, THOMSBON: [f ihe classification
should be required we could get it subse-
quently.

Hon. P. Collicr: Yonr object is to hold up
the struggling farmers as not having improved
their lands.

Mr. A, THOMSON: ¥ am afrnid the
Leader of the Opposition is not very well
to-day; nothing secems to please him.

Hon, P. Collier: Well, why should von hold
up the poor farmers who, in consequence of
having passed through such trying times, have
been unable to improve their lands?

Alr. A, THOMSON:  Tedging from the
various statements made, T do not think it is
the struggling farmers whom the Leader of
the Opposition has heen cavilling at.

Hon. P. (ollier: T am more concerned for
them than for the profitcering builders.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is people holding
vast areas of unimproved land along miles
and miles of ratlway, who are parasites
living upon the public and waiting only until
they ean sell their land.

Hon. T. Walker: VYou
Government as a parasite.

Mr. Piekering: Most local anthorities think

have included the

80.
Mr. A. THOMSON: [ am desirous of
getting this information so that when the
question of unimproved land taxation comes
before the House we shall be in a position to
discuss it calmly and dispassionately.

On motion by the Minister of Mines, dehate
adjourned.

Sifting suspeaded from 6.15 to 7.70 p.m.

PAPERS—STRANDING
5.8, ““BAMBRA."’

Hon, W. C. AXGWIN (North-East Fre-
mautle} [7.30]: I move—

That all papers relating to the stranding
of the s.5. ‘‘Bambra’’ on the Suecess bank,
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near Fremantle, on or about Monday, 27th
September, 1920, and all papers relating to
the retirement of Captain Rodger, late of
the s.s. ‘‘Bambra,’’ be laid on the table
ot the House.

I move this motion so that 1 may take further
action in connection with this ease if I find it
necessary to do so.  Most hon. members are
aware that the “‘Bambra'’ stranded on the
Success bank in 1920, Unfortunately, during
that trip, one or two slight aceidents eceurred,
hut 1 do not think the master of the ship
could have been held blawmeable in respect to
them. Before the ¢* Bambra’? arrived at Fre-
mantle the captain received a wireless mes-
sage to go to Robb's Jetty that night. He
replied that is was too late for the ship to
go there and too dangerous at that time of the
night, The ship was therefore brought into
the river. Instructions were then given by the
officials in charge of the Btale steamship ser-
vice that it was imperative that he should go
to Robb's Jetty that night, because the then
Honorary Minister (Mr. Baxter) had some
cattle on board and must cateh the next movn-
ing's market as other eattle were arriving on
the following day.

The Minister for Mines:
reet; there was an ingoiry,

Hon, W, (. AXGWIN: | am assured, on
the best of authority, it is correct.

The Minister for Mines: The best authority
is the inquiry, which showed that it was not
vorvect,

Hon. W. U, AXNGWIX: It is only sinee the
stramling of the “* Bambra™ that there could
have been a proper court of inquiry under the
Navigation Aet to make an investigation into
these matters, and it was only Jduring last
session or the session before that the Act was
amended to permit of that being done. The
ship went out agninst the wish of the captain.
The eaptain, of course, should have refused
to po, and committed an crror of judgment
in not disoheying those orders. Captain Rodger
hid been engaged in the service of the State
almost since the commencement of the State
Steamship service, and was recognised as the
one man who knew how to set a course. He
was a good and efficient officer,

Mr. Underwood: He is not the only man,

Hon. W, (!, ANGWIXN: XNo, there are others
outside the serviee.

Mr. Underwood: There are one or two in
the service also.’

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: At all events he was
recognised as one who thoroughly understood
the North-West coast and as being very suit-
able for the position he held. After the ship
hald run on the Success bauk he fock her to
Sydney to be overhauled and put into proper
condition. On his return to Fremantle he
made another trip to the North-West, and on
his return from that trip was handed a letter
of dismissal, after nine years of service.
Although he was dismissed from the serviee
the manager of the State Steamship Depart-
ment did not say that he was not qualified
to look after a ship, beeause the captain was
immediately asked to take the ship to Carnar-

That is not cor-
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ven to permit of another master taking con-
trol of her there. This showed that the de-
partment was not afraid to trust him with a
ship, and also proved that the officer had
carried out his work as a captain in a satis-
factory way. The least that could have been
done to 2 man who had given nine years of
faithful serviece to the department, and had
lvoked after the interests of the State in every
possible way, wounld have been to ask him to
resign.,  Once a man is dismissed from the
service—

The Minister for Mines:
migsed.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIXN: I have not seen the
letter, neither have T spoken to the eaptain on
the matter, but T lave it on reliable authority
that such a letter of dismissal was written to
him. Certain action has heen reported to me
as having occurred, leading to his dismissal
from the service. There are other matters
which might require investigation, and that is
oue of the reasens why I want the papers laid
on the table of the House. In my opinion the
man has been dealt with unjustly and un-
fairly. Tt is the duty of Parliament to see
that officers in the service are dealt with pro-
perly, fairly and justly. I want the papers to
see what the result of the inquiry was. If the
inquiry was not satisfactory it is my inten-
tion to agk the House to appoint a select com-
mittee to investigate into the matter,

He was not dis-

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [7.27]: T have no objec-
tion to the papers being laid on the Table
of the House. TIf the hoa, member had con-
sulted me about this motion I would have
accepted it as formal in order that the
papers might have been laid on the Table
at once. T understand, however, he desired
to explain why he wanted these papers, and
the reasons he has given prompt me to say
that it is desirable that these papers be
presented to the House. I heard of these
rnmours at the time,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I heard of them a
lrng time ago.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: It was
alleged that definite instructions had been
issned to the captain that, becanse the then
Monorary Minister (Mr. Baxter) had eattle
on board, the ‘‘Bambra’’ must at all costs
tuke these cattle to Robbs Jetty and land
them {hat night. The “‘Bambra’’ became
stranded on the Success bank. As soom as
T heard of these rumours T got into toueh
with Mr, Glyde, the manager of the service,
and advised him accordingly. He produced,
to my entire satisfaction, evidence to the
effeet that the rumours were absolutely
groundless. He explained that he warned
the eaptain that owing to the lateness of
the hour it was undesirable for him to take
any risk. but that if he could reach Robbs
Jotty in safety at that time of night he
vould do so out of consideration for the
cattle on hoard. Fortunately, Mr. Glyde
gave the captain this advice in writing, as
it eame out at the inquiry, and told him he

[ASSEMBLY.]

was not to take any risk, and further that
if he did not think he could get to Robby
Jetty in safety be was to anchor outside
and wait for daylight. The captain, un-
fortunately, allowed his zeal for the service
to over-ride his judgment. He attempted to
get over the Success bank, and, aceording
to the evidence, stranded there. I am glad
the hon. member has mentioned the matter
in order that the statements which have
been made may bhe publicly denied. My
memory does not generally play me false,
and I have a distinet recollection of the
fact that I received a report from the
manager of the serviee, who advised me
that he had fortunmately given the captain
definite instructions in writing regarding
this matter. I am not aware that Captain
Rodger was dismissed from the servire. Tn-
deed, I know of mo ground upon which he
could have been dismissed. The position
was that owing to the loss of the ‘*Kwi-
‘nana’’ wa had one captain toc many in the
serviee. It wus a question of choosing be-
lween the present captain of the ‘¢Bam-
bra,’’ who was then eaptain of the
f“Kwinana,’’ and Captain Rodeer. In view of
what might be termed the bad luck which
had followed in the wake of the ‘‘Bambra’’
for some time, the choice of the manage-
ment fell upon the captain of the
‘‘Kwinana.”’

Mr. Angelo: The youth of the other cap-
tain may have been taken into considera-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
konow about that. The manager of the
service took everything into consideration.
He was full of regret at baving to dispense
with the services of Captain Rodger, but ships
werc not available for both eaptains. He
wus entitled to view the matter from the
standpoint of the captain who, whether
owing to bad luck or some other reasom,
had becn up against difficulties in his
skippership during the previous months,
and to take on the man who had the better
service from the point of view of npaviga-
tion. I do oot think the hon. member could
object to that attitude. T am mnot aware
that Captain Rodger reecived anything in the
nature of a dismissal, but the papers will
reveal that. I assure the hon. member that
they will satisfy him to the full in reggrd
to the stranding of the vessel, and also in
regard to Captain Rodger himself. Mr. Glyde
saw me in the office at the time he was
congidering the matter, and expressed re-
gret that he had to dispense with the ser-
viees of one of the captaips.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How conld he have
put hig instructions in writing as to taking
extra care after the veassel had stranded?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T did not
sav that. I said that [ drew Mr. Glyde’s
attention to the circulation of these
rumours after the ‘‘Bambra’’ was stranded,
and that he had told me tbere was no truth
in them; that fortunately for him the in-



[7 SepTEMBER, 1921.]

atructions he had given to the captain of
the ““Bambra’’ were in writing.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You said he gave
the instructions afterwards; I understood
you to say that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T did net
mean anything of the kind. T meant ex-
actly what I am saying now, that Mr.
Glyde advised me that fortunately for himn
he had handed instruetions in writing to
the captain that he was to take mo risk in
navigating his ship to Hobbs Jetty in the
darkness, and that if there was any danger
involved in erossing the Success bank he
was to anchor outside until daylight. TUn-
fortunately the skipper, to use the very
expression of the manager of the service,
allowed his zeal for the service to over-ride
his judgment.

Mr. Angelo: That was the finding of the
court.

My, Underwood: There was mno court.

The MINTISTER ¥OR MINES: There was
no court in the terms of the Navigation
Aect, but an inquiry was held in exactly the
same faghion as if it had been held under
the Navigation Aet. The finding of the
court, which might be called an informal
court, was just the same as if it had been
delivered in the terms of the Act.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: With % resident
magiatrate and all that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, by
Capt. Winzar who inquired into all these
matters. '

Hon: W, C. Angwin: Apd then the ques-
tion goes on to a court of marine inguiry?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is as
far ag it went. I have no objection to the
papers heing laid on the Table of the House.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [7.45): 1
do not know that there is much to be gained
by discussing this matter. T eount Captain
Rodger as a very sincere friend. I have
known him for many years a3 one of the
best of navigators, and T have nothing to say
against the man who took his place. He alse
ia a very fine officer. In regard to the dis-
migsal of Captain Rodger, however, T am of
the opinion, with the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W.C. Angwin) that he was
somewhat harshly dealt with. Tt was not
only the stranding on the Success bank, but
it will he borne in mind that he had a run
of bad luck. He ran on to a hank at Port
Hediand and he was neaped there for nearly
a fortnight. Then coming down the coast he
ran intn the lugger ‘“Moana’’ and finished
up with this third disaster by running on to
the Suecess bank. T saw Captain Rodger in
Melhourne when I was over there and spoke
to him about the matter. He told me that it
was nobody’s fault bat his own, and that
the passage was not sufficiently marked. He
told me that he was desirous of getting the
cattle off the ship. That would be a quito

correct desire on the part of any man who,

was anxious to weork his ship well. T have
been through that passage; T was on the ship
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with Captain Rodger on the first time any
commercial ship went through it. There are
only two or three little lags to show the pas-
sage and, with a choppy sea, it is quite im-
possible to detect those flags, particularly
when darkness is approaching. Captain
Rodger thought that he bad*got the correet
turuing, but it transpired that he torned
about 100 yards too soon, and, of course, ran
his ship on to the bank. I appieciate Cap-
tain Rodger’s cffort to get the cattle off the
ship and T can say on the authority of Cap-
tain Rodger that there wis no compulsion in
connection with that cffort and no instrue-
tions from JMr. Baster to get the cattle off.
Tt was a natural desire to do good wark on
the ship of which he was the comnander, Heo
told me that in Melbourne, and also that it
was his own fault and that he should neot
have tried to do it. Ie tried to do, not alto-
gether the impossible, but somcthing which
was likely to get him into trouble. Tt was
more likely that he would run on the bank
than that he would get through.

Hen, W, C. Angwin: He got instructions
to go there.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, and if he had
reeeived instructions to go—
Hon. W, C. Angwin: He shonld not have
BoNC. : . *

AMr, UNDERWOOD: 'That is it. He waa
the commander of the shin and  necither
owners nor agent can instruct a eaptain to
do things which the eaptain considers are
nof safe. Tt was with a desire to do the
hest he could that he fook the risk in a
badly marked channel, in a choppy sea and
with darkness approaching. He went on to
the bank. I rather approve of Captain
Rodger having made the effort. T de not
think any fault can be found with anybody.
You eannot find fault where there is no fault
to be found, even with the Minister, or those
who were aver the eaprain. But what I do
think was a bit hard was that, having had
that run of very bad luck, thz authorities
should have got rid of him, As a matter of
fact they sacked him, though he had done
very good service.  With regard te the
““Moana,’’ T think there was more in the
running down of that lngger than there was
in the grounding on the Success bank. There
was a complaint from some cranky coot at
Carnarvon and alse once from Broome. In
connection with the running down of the
lugeger, Captain Wyles was following in the
““Kwinana’’ immediately behind  Captain
Rodger. .Just about the point where he ran
down the lugger, the “‘Kwinana’’ teok o
different eourse. The ‘‘Bambra’’ was going
into Onslow. The ether ship, having got
through the passage, kept oot wide, Captain
Wyles said to me, ‘T was following on
Jimmy's light, and there was not a light
showing on the lugger, which was anchorad
right in the fairway of ships coming down
the ecoast.””  Captain Wyles added that as
goon as he heard the whistles, he came
throueh blowing his whistic practieally all
the tithe. When he got his whistle go-
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ing, lights on luggers appearcd all arouna
tim. The running down of the ‘‘Moanu’’
was counted against Captain Rodger. 1 am
certain that there is nothing at all in the
rumonr that Captain Rodger was even asked
to take the cattle to Robbs Jetty just be-
cause they belonged to the then Honorary
Minister, Mr, Baxter, [ am certain that Mr.
Baxter had nothing ¢o do with it. I am
positive also that Captain Rodger had a very
bad run of luck, and bearing that in mind,
the manager of the State steamships might
well have retained his services. In the
three mishaps that occurred on (hat trip,
unot one, in my opinion, was the fault of the
captain,  But there it was, antd trouble fell
thiekly upon him, and as the State steamers
did mot want to have any further trouble
they got rid of Captain Rodger.

The Minister for Mines: HMe was a surplus
skipper.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is not correet.
The present eaptain of the *‘Bambra’’ was
mate under Captain Rodger on that vessel,
He was mate under Captain Saunders of
the “‘Bambra’ when Captain Rodger was
master of the ‘‘Kwinana.’* When Captain
Saunders went into the pilet serviee, Captain
Rodger was promoted from the *f Kwinana’’
ta the ‘*Bambra'’ and they took the mate
of the ““Bambra’’ and appointed him cap-
fain of the “*Rwinana,” Captain Rodger
should still be in his position. T support the
motion, and T am under the impression that
2 great deal will be learnt from the papers.
T eap only again cxpress my regret that the
State steamships have lost the serviées of
Captain Rodger.

Resolved:  That motions be continued.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [7.56]: I am
pleased that the Minister has agreed to lay
the papers in connection with this matter on
the Table of the House. Captain Rodger was
in the employ of the W.A, Steam Navigation
Company, and, later, in that of the State
Steamship Service, and I am voicing the
opinion of evervone in the North-West who
had dealings with him, when I say that he
was always o most courteous and cflicient
officer, cither us mate or as a captain. I
trust he will not suffer through the nction
which has been taken by the State Steamship
Service. During the few years he wasg in
charge of the ‘‘Bambra®’ he had a very
difficult proposition to landlc; he was in
charge of a wost unsuitable ship trading on
an exacting coast. HMe did his vtmost for the
people whe travelled in that ship and also
for those who sent stock by it, 1 sincerely
hope that if the Government intend to huild
new ships at home, that Cuptain Rodger’s
services will be availed of as sapervisor or
adviser, beecanse he knows the North-West
coast thoroughly, and he knows the kind of
ship that is required and all the little points
which will make for suceess.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle—in repiy) [7.58): 1 am pleased to
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have the assurance of the Minister and also
the member for Pilbara that no instructions
were issued to Captain Rodger. T have a
letter here which rather contradicts the state-
ments made ‘by those lhon. genmtlemen. A
radio message was sent to him to make for
Robb’s Jetty and he replied, ‘‘Impossible to
make Robb’'s Jetty to-night.’’ On arrival he
veceived a letter.

Mr. Angelo: Was not a telegram sent to
him to go direct to Robb’s Jetty?

Hon, W, L ANGWIN: Yes, A radic was.
sent to him before he reached port and he
replied as I have stated. On arrival he got
a letter instructing him to go to Robb's
Jetty and anchor it he could not make the
buoy. The captain protested saying, ‘‘Tak-
ing hig rigk; what is the reason for hurry?’’
The reply was, ‘ Baxter, Minister’s cattle on
bhoard. Anxious for gooed sale as '‘Moira’s?’
cattle due next day.”” I do not want to go
into this question now, but it was one of my
reasens for moving for the papers. The eap-
tain was not to be blamed. Captain Redger
had askod that the steering gear of the
*Bambra’’ sheuld be put in thorough order..
Even when he went ashore at Porth Hedland,
the indicator on the bridge showing how to
steer was out of order andl had been out of
order for several trips. He could not get it
put in ordér, no matter how often he asked
for it. This is a serious matter, L remember,.
that some years ago, a four-masted ship went
ashore at Geraldton. ‘There was no blame on
the eaptain. [ said to the eaptain, ‘Tt may
not affeet you with the company.’’ He said,
Fhen you do not know as mueh abont these
things as I do. Shipmasters arc so
numerous at  Liverpool that pigs could
almost be fed on them.’”  'The same thing
inight apply here. Captain Rodger, after nine
years of good service, was handed hig dis-
missal. And I have been toll by another
gentleman that there conld be no other reason
for it but the going on the bank, because just
prior to that he had been told by the manager
““¥on are the best man [ have in the ser-
viee.”” T am not satisfied, but my informa-
tion is very plain and direct. He was to go.
He protested, and the reason is there. That
being so, [ felt justified in muving for the
papers in orvder to find out what the position
really is. '

Question put and passed.

MQTION—FEDERATION AND THE

STATE.
To inquire by Select Committee.
AMr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [82]: T
move—

That in the opinion of this House it
is desirable in view of the contemplated
convention to review the Federal Consti-
tution, that a joint select committee of
both IHouses of the Western Australian
Parliament be appointed to inguire as to
the effect the TFederal compact has had
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upon the finances and industries of West-
ern Australia, and to advise as to what
amendments of the Constitution arc de-
sirpble in the interests of the State.
It was on the lst January, 1901, that ihe
people of the six colonies of Australiz,
and Tasmania, were united by a Royal
Proclamation as the Commonwealth of
Australia.  Since then 20 years. have
elapsed, and it is time we inguired into the
effect the Federal compact has had on West-
ern Australia. I could speak for a couple
of hours pointing out the great disadvant-
ages Western Australia has suffered through
Federation, However, necarly every member
appears to hold the same views, and s0 T do
not intend to take up time wiith a long
speech, 8till, for the enlightenment of new
meimbers I propose to quote a few extructs
from speeches by party leaders. The Pre-
mier the other night said— -

We have suffered great financial loss
through TFederation. T do think we have
paid rather dearly for Federation. If
we were not federuted our position would
be very different from what it is to-day.

The leader of the House in anothcr place
said a few days ago—

It is idle to deny that the Federal Gov-
ernment have frequent]y done things
which ave opposed to the spirit of the
Constitution and, in many cases, opposed
to the wording of the Constitution.

The Minister for Mines at a public meeting
held in the Town Hall a few years ago
moved the following morion—

That the citizens of Western Australia
as represented at this publie meeting feel
congiderable indignation at several aects
perpetrated by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment detrimental to the best interests
of this State, and pledge themselves fo
obtain rclief by every possible means.

‘The Minister for Works last year coneluded
a strong indictment as follows

T want te see YWestern Australin take
her proper place, which she will not do
as long as she is shackled and bound to
people who do not eare a twopenny hang
for her.

The Leader of the Opposition the other
night said—

We have been drawn upon by the Com-
manwealth Authorities unduly. We pgot
no consideration from the Federal CGov-
ernment during the five yeavs T was in
office, and no matter what party is in
power, T do not think we ean expect con-
sideration from the Federal anthorities.

‘The member for Kanowna the other night
‘spid—

Tt is impossible for this State to recover
itself while the hands of the Common-
wealth in a finaneial sense are upon the
State. Every source of revenue is taken
from us before we can get there.

Mr. Iarrison, the Leader of this party,
said— '

The Federal Government have shown

no friendship to Western Australia,
And the deputy Leader of this party said—

I think it is essential that Western
Australia should be prepared to put its
case before the convention.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member read-
ing all this from ‘*Hansard” of the present
session?

Mr. ANGELO: No, T am quoting it from
memeoty and from typewritten notes. Tast
vear we had several other opinions worth
quoting. One was from the late Attorney
Gencral as follows—

Every member will agree as to the bad
treatment Western Anstralia has received
from the hands of the Commonwealth. It
should be made known to the people that

this is the root of all our trouble. They
should be "informed of the manner in
which the . Federal authovities have

treated us.
And the late Coloniul Treasurer said—

I do.not know of any State that has

© suffered more  than Western Australia
from Federation. I do not know of any
other Parlinment that is cqual to the Com-
monwealth -Parlinment in the matter of
disregarding obvious obligations. T want
this Parliament to realise the responsi-
. hility resting on us to prepave our cuse.

Another ex-Cabinet Minister said—

If we are going to do any good with
any convention or with the Federal Min-
isters as regards getting our dues, it will
certainly mot be by a general agitation.
Tt can only be done by mcans of a proper
logical statement carefully prepared with
faets and well considered reasons,

During the Izst 12 months the Tress also
have beex very emphatic on the point thab
we should do something to ameliorare the
treatment we arg getting from the Federal
Governmeni. Again, hon. members will have
had this report by Mr. Owen, the Under
Treasurer, one of the most impmt.mt docu-
ments that has been prepared hy an oflicial
in Western  Australin,.  Aecomling to Mr
Cwen we lost, from the 1st Janunary, 1901,
to the 30th June, 1919, as the result of
[federation a little over £§,000,000. If the
figures were bhrought up to the 30th June,
1921, it would he found that we have lost
over £10,000,000 through gur relationship to
the Commonwealth. Tn.a condensed form
T have put together a few notes regarding
the evils of Federation in respeet of West-
ern Australia. They are as follows: (1)
There has been unjustifiable Federal en-
croackment on State rights by the imposi-
tion of Federal taxation.

(2) The States
voluntarily handed over to the Common-

.wealth their best form of revenue, namely,

Customs and Excise, and retained lavge non-
paying serviees such as Education, Justice,
Medical and Health, Lumnacy, and Water
Supply. (3) Federation has imposed a loss
of over ten million pounds on the State.
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(4) The existence and development of sec-
ondary industries in this State are made
almost impossible, (5) Fbe establishment
of the Commonwealth Savings Bank through
the medium of the post oflices was an un-
fair procedure, and an nvasion of State
vights, virtually commandecring the busi-
ness and good-will worked up for many
years by the State institution. (6) The
establishment of the Commonwealth Bank
with sole power to issue notes was a foreible
creation of a monopoly, and unnecessary
and anjust. (7) The principle that where
the laws of the Commonwealth and of the
State clash the Federal laws shall prevail,
is incongistent with the idea of the federa-
tion of sovereign States. (8) That whilst
the cxpenditure of the Federal Government
was estimated at less than one million
pounds per annum befure Federation, it
amounted to over 50 millions last year, (9)
Therc has been gross extravagance in Fed-
eral administration. (10) Western Australia
is asked to develop her northern territory,
at the same time being compelled to con-

tribute to the development of the Fed-
eral  northern  territory.  (11) That by
passing the Surplus  Revenwe Aet  the
Foderal Government repudiate the Fed-
cral  ecompacet.  (12) The TFederal Gov-
crument have practically ruined this State’s
base metal industry. (13) The injus-

tice to the State caused by the War Precau-
tions Act. That is not a bhad little list to
begin with. I netice by a report in the * West
Australian’' that some members of another
pace are interested in this matter. Aeceord-
ing to that report, Mr, Ewing said that the
State Government had hardly a fenther to fly
with, owing to the grasping methods of the
Federal Government. Whereupon the Minister
for Edueation said that the Federal Govern-
ment had a huge surplus for the past year,
and that we were entitled to a portion of it.
Mr. Ewing asked “‘Why don’t you get it?”’
According to the report, the Minister in re-
My merely shragged his shoulders, raised his
vychrows and spread out his hands in an atti-
tude of despair.

Hon. PP, Collier: He did not do that when
he was eriticising our Government. Then we
were responsible for all that was amiss in the
world,

Mr. ANGELO: 1 know that this newspaper
report must be somewhat exaggerated, for 1
am positive that the Minister for Education
id just 2s keen as any other member on secing
that better treatment shall be meted out to
va. If the Presg thinks that all the Ministera
cun do when remedies are required is to shrug
their shoulders, it is a pity. [n my opinion
the hest remedy for the bad treatment we are
getting is that a joint select committee of
both Houses should be appointed to go thor-
oughly into the question. If the House will
agree to the appointment of the committee, 1
think something should be done immediately.
The convention is now due, We are told that
as soon ns the Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes,
returns from England he intends to introduee
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a Rill in the Fedceral Parliament to authorise
the assembling of this convention. We all
know that Mr, Hughes is desirous of extending
the powers of the Federal Government. It
will be remembered that he put forward a re-
ferendum asking for increased powers, It is
necessary, therefore, that we should do some-
thing immediately to  ¢heck the cormor-
ant-like  attitude of the Federal Gov-
ernment, who desire to absorb some of
the State rights we have enjoved up
tie the present time. A memhber of the
House suggested last year that one of the
best methods to achieve the result T am aiming
at, would be for the Ministers to preparo a
cuse, T think members will agree that Minis-
ters have as much as they can shoulder at the
present time. For six Ministers to look after
the interests and varied activities of the State
an<d administer their different departments, is
asking them to do as much as they can pos-
sibly undertake within the time at their dis-
posal. Tt has also been suggested that the
staff of the Civil Serviee should be called upon
to provide the material for the case. We are
not concerned only with the financial loss
Western Australia has suffered through Fed.
cration, but we require to see how Federation
lias affected our industries and commereial
life, That can only be done by a select com.
mittee empowered te take evidence and make

full inquiries. When the convention has
bren agreed to there will be an elee-
tion. We have had experienee of such

matters before, and I am certain that when
the convention is agrecd to, there will be a
rmsh  to get the election over; delegates
will he eleeted and hurried away to attend the
convention. They will not have time to pre-
pare the case for Western Australia. In such
cireumstanees they would go to the comven-
tien quite ignorant, presumably, as to how
we have suffered in this State. The investiga-
tions of the select committee will take some
time, becavse evidence will have to be ealled
from people interested in all the different in-
dustries of the State and from every avenne
of life, The seleet committee should prepare
the ease thoronghly in the same way as a
firm of solicitors prepare a case for bar-
risters to plead before a ecourt. When
the  seleck  eommittee  has  prepared  the
case, it ean be handed over to the delegates
when they are elected, and those delegntes will
act as our advocates at the convention, Other
States are also moving in this direction. Some
flayvs ago the Leader of the Opposition (Hon.
P, Collier) informed me that one of the
members in the South Australian FTouse of
Assetibly was moving along somewhat similar

lines. 1 looked up this matter and T found
in the ““West Australian’’ the fellowing
paragraph:—

In the Assembly on the 28th September
Mr, Young will submit a motion expressing
the desirnhbleness of the Goverament con.
ferring with fhe other State Governmenta
with a view to the appointment of a con-
ference consisting of four members from
cach State Parliament to review the action
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of the PFederal Parlinment as relating to

State rights and suggesting the appoint-

went of a Federal eonventiow.
T wrote to Mr. Young and sent him a copy
of the motion [ have submitted to the House
this evening. 1 also put before him the view
T take of this matter. T informed bim that
T thought it would be better for each of the
three smaller States—that is Western Austra-
lia, South Australin and Tasmanin—to held
separate inquirics as T am suggesting in Wes.
ern Australia.  When the separate inguiries
hove been completed, the three smaller Statex
shonld meet in a preliminary conference to
compare notes as fo the treatment the several
States have received from the Commonwealth
and to arrive at a common policy with which
they should go to the convention, I under-
stand that the six States will have equal re-
presentation at the convention. If the three
small States combine in a ecommon poliey, they
will have such a voting power at the conven-
tion as will enable them to put forward what
suggestions they require with some hope of
success. I wrote to Mr. Young, who 13 the
member for Murray; and later on T sent him
the following telegram—

My motion probably Wednesday. What
ig your opinion of suggestion smaller States
make independent inguiries followed by con-
ference between themselves, How does your
Premicr view matter? De you koow any
member would take action similar ours in
Tasmanint

I received the following telegram in reply
from Mr, Young under date the 20th
Angust:—

Coincide views your letter and speech

smaller States confer and then meet larger

Btates. Premicr bringing matter forward
Premiers’ conference. Writing friends in
Tasmania.

I do not quite approve of the idea of bring-
ing this matter before the Premicr’s confer-
ence. I think we should keep it to ourselves
until we know exactly where we stand and
until we formulate a poliey for ourselves. On
. the 30th August T received the further tele-
gram from Mr, Young—

Premior Tavours preliminary econference
as suggested by you. My motion September
28. -

If we ean c¢arry this motion through Parlia-
ment here, and the select committee is ap-
pointed and the ease thoroughly inguired inta,
we will not be acting alone, for the other
two smaller States will be pursuing the same
cosrse. 1 think we are well able to justify
the objeet T have in submitting this motion.
We shounld go to the convention with & care-
fully prepared ease as to how we have fared
under Federation. The inquiry shonld be
one from 2ll points of view covering all fac-
tors bearing on thc development of our in-
duostries, besides the financial aspect, which,
according to the Under Treasurer, Mr. Owen,
has been most msatisfactory to Western Aus-
tralia. Tt has been said that the convention
will not he able to accomplish much beeause

it can only wmake recommendations to the
Federal Government., T am certain, however,
that if the eonvention agrees to rceommen-
dations for alterations in the Constitution in
order to make more equitable provisions for
the smaller States, the Federal Government
will be compelled to aceept them. Tf not,
the matter ¢can be taken to a higher place
still. T wish to conclude by saying that thig
is a matter of the utmost urgency. We are
now approaching the middle of September,
If the committee is to be appointed, it will
have to start taking evidence immediately and
net very many weeks will elapse before the
Rill authorising the convention will he brought
before the Federal Parliament. Should the
committee be appointed we must get to work
as quickly as possible, so as to enable us in,
due course to hold a conferenee with the
smwaller States, Seouth Australia has appar-
ently already agreed to the holding of such
a conference. I hope the Government will.
allow this motion to be dealt with as speedily
as possible. TIf it were possible to get a de-
cision to-night, it would be advantagcous te
this State. People have said that the State
js in 2 bog and it is impossible to get ont
of it. We know we are in a bad position, but
we must not be pessimistic.  We must be
optimistig about this matter, aml we must
do onr best to pct out of our present diffienlt
position. I mn net advocating secession, but
better treatment by the Federal Government
anil here is the opportunity to review the poesi-
tion. Twenty years of the Federal compact
have gone by and probably there will not be
another eonvention before anether 20 . yecars
have clapsed. Now iz the time if we have
grievanees to put them forward properly and

the proper place will be the convention.
To put onr views properly before that
convention  we  must  prepare  our  case

in a hefitting manner, and to achieve that end
I submit the motion for the consileration ot

the House,

The MINISTER TOR MINES {(Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [8.26]: T move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) |8.237] T
rather regret the Government are net pre-
pared to appoint the select committee straight
away. I sec the urgent necessity for it, and
I will not labour the position. The memher
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) is ta be con-
gratulated upon his action in urging and
stressing the importance of the appointment
of this scleet. ecommittec. Tt is foreensted that
the Federal Convention will meet in 1922, 1
agree with the hon. member’s remarks when
he urges that the Ministers will not be able
to thoroughly prepare the eas¢ for Western
Australia and suggest amendinents to the Con-
stitution because of the duties they have te
carry out. There arc a few alterations of the
Constitution which, are necessary, For in-
stance, T consider that one very much needed
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alteration is that in connection +with the
smaller States movement, Where there arc
peeple whe are desirous of forming them-
selves into a smaller State, they should have
that right by way of referendum, taken in
that particular arca. They should have the
right to become a smaller State and have all
the powers of self Government eonferred
upon them just as we have them under the
Constitution fer the State of Western Aus-
tralin. T sincerely trust that the committec
will be appointed and that it will be drawn
from all sections of this House as well as
from another place. The matter is of vital
importance to the future and well-being of
the State. 1 trust the motion moved by the
member for Gascoyne will be agreed to.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.20): [
thought this matter would have been discussed
by Ministers straight away. Tt is a matter

- of grave urgency. We have had it diseussed
on several occasions and the lines adopted
were those indicated by the member for Gas-
eoyne (Mr. Angelo). 1t is mecessary that
there should be amcndments to the Common-
wealth Constitution for the betterment of the
States, more partienlarly with regard to the
per capita amount returned to Western Aus-
tralin. Tt is possible that this per capita
amonnt may be reduced considerably very
shortly and ultimately be finally extinguished.
Tt is difficult to know what will then be
the position of Western Australia financially.
The most serions difficulties confront vs in
every possible direction, and we know that
serioug difficulties confront the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth has a huge debt te mect;
it has big cxpenditure with which in some
respects we are net in acecord. There is the
question of the Federal capital. 1 venture to
say there is a great divergence of opinion as
to the advisability of proceeding with this,
to my mind, cxtravagant work. After all,
it does mol matter to the people of Western
Australinn: whether the Federal eapital is iu
Melbourne or in Sydney. The completion of
the Federal eapital, if it is to be ecompleted,
might well be postponed for a considerable
time, Then there is the very serious question
of the tariff, ‘Whether it will be possible for
this convention to deal with the fiscal policy
of the Commonwealth I cannot say, but T do
gy that the fiscal poliey of the Commonwealth
at present is most inimical to the interests of
this State. Remote as we are from Mcelbourne,
we get none of the advantages which accrue
to the manufacturers of Vietoria, and the
position of this State is very diflicult in conse-
quence.,  When we realise that the tariff was
recently increased to the extent of imposing
an additional ¢leven millions of indirect taxa-
tion, we must admit that owr Treasnrer will
findl it very difficult to impose additienal taxa-
tion by direct means. T hope that members
will take a live interest in this debate.

Hon. T. Walker: Then put a bit of life
inte it
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Hon. P. Collier: It is strange that the Gov-
ernment should have no poliey in the matter
at all,

Mr, PICKERING: There docs not seem to
be much life in the House to-night. 1 do not
know whether this is due to the oration I de-
livered this afterncon on the question of the
Wyndham Meat Works.

Flon. P. Collier: You certainly made u long
specch,

Al. PICEKERING : Nothing ecompared with
the length of the speech 1 intend to make
later on. The mewmber for Gaseoyne (MMr.
Angelo) has endeavoured to convinee the
House of the wrgency of this matter. Therc
are several very pertinent questions which
need to be discussed before we approach the
convention,

Hon. P. Collier: Let us carry the motion.

Mr. PICKERING: T think it would be ad-
visable to follow the lines seggested by the
member for Gascoyne, namely, for the com-
mittees representing the small States to con-
fer before they meet with the larger States.
The small States have interests in common,
and if they can unite, it is possible that their
interests may be safegunarded. T sincerely
hope that the motion will be earried.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roehourne) [8.33]: I
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. BPEAEKER: T cannot accept the mo-
tion for adjournment because 13 minutes have
not elapsed since a motion for adjournment
was negatived.

Hon. T. Walker: Question!

Afr. MONEY (Bunbury) [8.34]: For some
eonsiderable time we have been complain-
ing

Hon. P. Collier: Why stoncwall? We would
have carried the motion.

Alr. MONEY: We have been complaining
of . the treatment we have reecived =zt the
hands of the Federal Government.

Hon. P. Collier: Who have?

My, MONEY: Pretty well the whole of
the people of Western Australia, including
some members on the Opposition side of the
House. It was very pleasing indeed to hear
the member for Kanowna (Hon. T, Walker)
the other night in agrecment with me when
he said that we had not had a fair deal at
the hands of the Tederal Government.

Hon, P. Collier: I am only trying to fill
out the guarter of an hour for you.

My, MOXNEY: Seme steps should be taken
to represent the rights and interests of West-
ern Australia at the convention. So far as
I know, this is the first step taken Dy the
Housge with that object in view, To sit down
and do nothing when there is an opportunity
to do something would not be ereditable to us.

Hon. T. Walker: But we shall be at the
merey of the convention which will be con-
vened by the Commeonwealth, direeted by
them, arranged by them, and the questions
to be decided will be dictated by them.
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Mr. MONEY: If we arc to be at the mercy
of the convention and if we do not get our
rights, we may have to take other steps to
obtain them,

Hon. P. Collier: That sounds like a threat,

Mr. MONEY: There arc other means apart
from the convention by which to attain our
objects.

Hon. T. Walker: Revolation?

Mr. MONEY: If the methods of the econ- -

vention are to be a reflex of the attitude of
the Federal Government towards \Western
Augtralia, we shall bave an additional reason
for seceking to obtain our rights even at a
later date. It has been stated by a member
in another place that we are suffering great
disabilities at the hands of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and the Under Treasurer, Mr. Owen,
has expressed a similar opinion. T regard
tho present as am opportunity to do some-
thing. It we do not make an attempt, we
can never cxpect to accomplish anything.

Hon. T. Walker: 8it down! The quarter
of an hour is up. .

AMr, MONEY: We talk too much on these
matters and do too Mitle. Surely this is o
first step towards attempting to do some-
thing,

Hon. T. Walker: No, it is only a prepara-
tion for more talk,

Mr, MONEY: I would like to know whether
the Government are prepared to take any
steps in contemplation of the meeting of the
econvention next year.

Hon. P. Collier: They cannot do anything.

IIon. T. Walker: No, we are at the merey
of the Commonwealth.

Mr. MONEY: Are the Government taking
any steps with regard to the representation
of Western Australia at the convention?

Hon. P. Collier: The Government have no
power to take steps in that direction at this
stage.

Mr. MONEY: It would bc of assistance
if the Government gave some lead or took
some step to indicate how the claims of West-
ern Australin might be represented at the
eonvention,

Hon, P. Collier: That is the trouble; we get
no lead from the Government.

Mr. MONEY: If it is left entircly to the
people, they will be without a lead. The
objeet of the motion really is to give the
people 2 lead, I have heard it said that
members who will represent this State at the
convention must boe free from all party poli-
ties. The object of the motion is to appoint
n sclect committec to prepare our case and
hand it over to our advocates at the conven-
tion. No member can offer any objection to
the adoption of this course.

On motion by Mr. MacCallum Smith, de-
bate adjourned.
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RETURN—GOVERNMENT OFFICERS
Official Visits to Eastern States.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [S.40]: I
move—

That a return be laid upon the Table
showing:—(a) The names and official posi-
tions of Government officers of all depart-
ments who have visited other States of the
Conutonwealth or who have hbeen absent
from Western Australia on official inquiries
or duties dbring the last financinl year.
(b) The salary aitached to the position of
ench officer concerned. (¢) The amount of
salury paid to cach eovering the period of
absence from the State. (d) The daily
and total allowance or travelling expenses,
apart from salary, paid to each officer
whilst absent.

My object in moving for this return is to
gecure information on the questions indicated
hecause T have noticed, sinee we have had
the Trans-Australian railway and since the
Press have published the names of the pas-
senpers who travel backwards and forwards
on that ling, that therc appears te have been
a considerable inerense in the number of,
highly placed Government officcrs who have
found it nceessary, in connection with their
offictal duties no doubt, to visit one or other
of the Eastern States. During the first three
months of the present year, there was not o
train either backwards or forwards which did
not convey one or more Clovernment servants
to or from the East, T am ineclined to believe
that highly placed Government officers are
able to put up such a ense to Ministers, or to
some Ministers, regarding the necessity for
their presence in Melbourne or Sydney to
inquire into the working of this, that, or the
other department, that the policy has inereased
unduly since the Trans-Australian ‘railway
was opened.  Therefore, I think it would
be well to have some information on this
point. I do net wish to particular-
iso, though T cowld do so, Dhut in
some departments practieally every officer
holding & responsible position has heen
to the Eastern States during the past 12
months on business or investigation or in-
quiry, no doubt in conncotion with the par-
ticular work or department with which he
is assoeiated, T do not eontend for onc mo-
ment that it might not bhe a good thing for .
officers holding respousible positions te
journey Bast and cven beyond the confines
of Australia to other countrics of the world
in order to make themselves acqupinted with
the “latest developments or methods in con-
nection with similar industries or depart-
ments with whieh they arc associated. We
do not want our highly paid responsible offi-
cers to stagmate in Western Australia and
perhaps to fall behind the times and become
out of date. It is only by travelling and ac-
quiring first hand knowledge on the spot
and secing what is being donc¢ elsewhere
that our officers can be expected to keep our
departiments up to date. I helieve that is a
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geod thing, but I am inclined to think there
has been some abuse of this desire to learn
what is going on in the Eastern States on the
part of some of the officers of the depart-
ment. When we receive this information we
shall be able to judge whether all these jour-
neys have been legitimate and justified, or
whether there is a tendency to abuse the
practive of going abread to seek for infor-
mation.

Ar. Underwood:
school teachers in the motion?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would include all
officers in the Government serviece, in the
Civil Serviee, the Railways, and under the
Rdueation Department, and so forth.

MMy, Money:  And those on official business?

Hon. I". COLLITER: Only those who go
away in connection with inguiries on official
matters.

Do you algo include

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [8.47]:
We have had an astounding somersault from
1™~ Leader of the Opposition to-night. When
T had the temerity earlier in the evening to
move a motion calling for a return, the
Leader of the Qpposition, with all the cnergy
of which he is possessed, flagellated me be-
cause of my audacity in seeking to aequire
what might be termed information.

Hon. T. Walker: One was a practieal
thing and the other an impossibility.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The hon. member
should occasionally make a sensible inter-
jeetion. The Leader of the Qpposition poah-
poohed my motion and ridieuled me, and said
that even if I were given the information it
would not be of any value and would mis-
lead the House. A little later on he asks
the House to give him exactly the same sorf
of information.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 do not kuow that the
hon. member is in order in disenssing a1 pre-
vious motion.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T want to show how
absurd are the arguments of the Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member {ost his
chance of doing that in replying on his own
motion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T am not so much
discussing my motion as that of the Leader
of the Opposition, He has  assured the
Howse that if the information he is asking
for is given, it will not be of any value. That
is o meost amazing statement to muke. Tn re-
ply to an interjection, he said he incinded all
school teachers, railway officers and civil ser-
vants.

Mr, Underwood:
employees.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Tn view of the state-
ments the Leader of the OQpposition made
earlier in the evening, I do not think he
can reasonably ask for the information.

Hon, P. Collier: You are only labouring
in order to find some exense——

Mr. A. THOMSON: T want to show the
inconsistency of the Leader of the Opposi-

He said, all Gevernment
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tion. He moved that my motion should be
postponed for six months, The House was
divided on the question.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member eannot
discuss the action of the House. He had .
better confine himself to the motion before
the Chair.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I take it that every
official who travelled beyond the State Jdid so
with the knowledge anid sanetion of his official
or Ministerial head. He wounld not do this
work on his own account. Tt, therefore, ill
hecomes the Leader of the Opposition to cn-
deavour to interfere with the administration
of the various departments. He held that it
was wrong to inquire as to the cost of free
passes or privileges, and yet he is asking how
much salary a publie officer has drawn during
the period of his absence from the State.

Mr. SPRAKER: T cannot allow the hon.
member to reply to the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition on a previous motion.

Hon. P. Collier: That is what he has been
doing all along. :

Mr. A, THOMSON: I trust the House will
not agree to the motion. The hon. member
is making a personal attack upon the officers
who have merely carried out the instruetions
of their chiefs. I shall vote against the mo-
tion. It iz a waste of time.

Mr. TEESDALE (Rochourne) [855]: T
intend to support the motion. Tf there is no
ground for it the Government will have a
splendid opportunity to prove that. If there
is any ground for it I want to know about it.
The dogs are barking about it in the streets
and people are making charges against the
Government. T the Government have nothing
to hide, let us have this information. If we
finl there is anything in it, we shall try to
reetify the position. Tf there is no ground
for the motion we shall all be very pleased.

AMr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.56]: T in-
tend to support the motion. If it is any con-
solation for the memher for Katanning, I will
tell him that 1 will support his motion. Beth
of these are matters upon which the House
should have information. Some years ago a
svstem had grown up in the serviee whereby
many officoers whose long service leave was
due found something-—it did not matter what
—into which to inquire in some other part
of the world, and the Geovernment used to pay
their passages and somctimes their travelling
expenses.  The Seaddan Government stopped
that to a great extent, if they did not entirely
abolish it. :

Hon. W. ¢ Angwin: They did not pay
full fares, but gave them something extra.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Many of the.officers
of the service reccived their full fares and
travelling expenses in addition. T asked a
question the other evening about a school
teacher. 1 only went by a paragraph in the
““Sunday Times,’’ one of the most reliable
papers in the world, I feel reasonably satis-
fied T did not get a eorrect reply.

My, Pickering: You never will
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Mr., UNDERWOOD: 1 am uader the im-
pression that the teacher’s fare or some of
ber traveiling expenses were paid by the State.
Unless [ am sadly misinformed it is a regular
thing for teachers in the Edueation Depart-
ment to travel not only to the Eastern States,
but to America and parts of Eurgpe while on
their long leave. Sometimes they get leave
without pay and have some of their travelling
expenses patd. The return asked for by the
Leader of the Opposition might throw some
light upon what is happening. I wish he
would amend the motion to cover a period of
two years; whivh wmight possibly give ns still
more information. T have ne objection to
people taking their long leave, but | do object
to their putting up what the member for
Katanning would call a joke, Thig story
about inquiring inte something and having
fares paid while on a holiday trip is a little
bit over the adds. T should he pleased to sce
this return. Tf my suspicions are groundless
1 shall be glad, but if they are correet we
should endeavonr to do something to remedy
the position.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [9.0]: T move an
mmendment—

That in the last line of paragraph (a)
the word ‘‘last’’ be struck out, and the
words ‘‘past two’’ be inserted.

Although my leader is going to oppose the
wotion T think it is in the best interests of
the State that we should have all the infor-
mation possible as to where the money be-
longing to the people is going, and in what de-
gree it is being spent by officefs on travelling
expenses backwards and forwards in the way
indieated.

Anmendment pnt and passed.
Question. as amended, agreed to.

MOTTON—IORESTS ACT AND MILLARS?
COMPANY.
To inquire by Seleet Committee.

Mr. PICKFRING (Sussex} [9.3]:
That a select conmumtittee be appointed to
inquire into (1) the working of the Forests
Act of 1918, generally; (2) the financial
sertions of the Act anil their operation; and
(3) the extensions of Millars™ Timber and
Trading Company’s leases and concessions;
and to report, with recommendations, to tne

House. .

The subject of the appointinent of a select
committec to inquire into the forest pelicy
of this State is of very great importance, 1
remember that in September of 1918 the then
Attorney General, who was also Minister for
Trorests, made a Ieugth} speech in introducing
the megsure which embodies the forest polies
of Western Australia, a sprech which it would
be well for all members of this Parliament to
poruse, because it illustrates and deseribes the
basis of the poliey upon which our forests have
been administered since.  Many of the new

T move—
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members of this Chamber will not, I think,
have read the speech in question, and, seeing
that it illustrates many matters of vital im-
portance which are at present jeopardised by
the probable extension of the concessions and
lcases of Millars' Timber and Trading Com-
pany, T feel that T must take the opportunity
of reading a few extracts from that utterance,
The first point to which the them Attorney
General drew attention was the report of a
Royul Commission appointed to go into the
question of forestry. Ile quoted an extract
from that Commission’s report, as follows:—

Evidence afforded by the cxperience of
ather countries, as well as that of this State
(as indicated by cvidence given before the
Commission), seems to prove most emphati-
eally that no forest conservation worthy of
the name is practicable until the forest
lands shall have been placed by Statute
under the controt of o well-manned and pro-
perly equipped Forests Department . . .
The evidence attached hereto supplies much
information on the questions raised in the
second reference to the Commission, all of
whieh has strengthened the opinion of the
Commission as to the vtter impossibility of
making adequate provision for comserving
the forest interests until they shall have
been  placed under the administration
of an Inspector General qualified by
experience  and  seientific  training. . . .
Realiging, however, a possible delay
in  obtaining an officer qualified to
fill  the important position of Inspee-
tor Ceneral, the Commission is of opinion
that no time shonld be lost in securing the
legislation necessary to put the admimstra-
tion under the effective control of a board
as suggested. Such a board would find
ample occupation in establishing some de-
oree of order out of the present destrue-
tive chaas, preparatory to the appointment
of an Inspector General

The then Attorney General’s
tinues—

The Advisory Board was duly appointed,
and this body carried out excellent work in
vonnection with sawmilling, It introduced
the system of sawmilling permits, instead
of leases and coneessions which had beea
in vogue up to that time ., .. Sir Newton
Moore took the most active interest in for-
estry as a member of the Commission, and
Iater as chairman of the Advisory Board to
which T have referred. Unfortunately, how-
ever, for forestry, Sir Newton Moore was
mmade Minister contrelling the Lands and
Forests Department, and when this was
done the Forests Advisory Board per-
ished . . . . To the membher for Boulder
(lon. P. C'ollier) and the member for For-
rest (Mr. O’Loghlen) the country owes the
removal of the Forestry Department from
the Lands Department, and, rapidly upon
that, we have to thank the member for
Roulder, the then Minister for Mines, for
the appointment of a trained forester . . .
Again we have to thank the member for
Boulder for the arrangements which were

speech con-
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wade Tor Mr. liutching, not only to sec
Western  Australia, but to write a report
on the forest problem . .., | have briefly
outlined the history of the forest guestion
in the State up to recent years. It is not
a pleasant  story, and is  not  oue
fhat  Weostern  Australin can look  hack
upon with pride. We lave done our best to
destroy what is probably the most valuable
ieritage with which a bountiful Deity has
emdowed us.  Fortunatelv the ease is not
et bevond remedy. We have time in whieh
to put matters right bat the necessity of the
measures whieh must be taken are of a seri-
ous, it not n drastic, character .. .. Here
we have a mine of wealth, but, unlike a gold
mine, it is inexbaustible so long as it is
worked preperty. Tt is not so mueh a ques-
tion of how much timber there is in o forest,
and how quickiy we ean get it ont and turn
it into money—this, unhappil¥, has been
the point of view of early (iovernments—
hut it is a question of how wuch we ean
take out without impairing the continuity
of the supply . . .. It is clear that if we
treat our forests as pold mines we will get
2 great deal out of them in n short time,
but once the timber is finished, there will
be a long wait before any wmore is forth-
coming. Tt is here that the forester steps
in, and lays down the maximum amount of
timber that can he cut as being so many
loads a year, saying that if this be done, it
will then be possible to o on cutting for
over. The advantage of this system over the
other is; of course, obvious . . .. The saw-
niiller working into the virgin forest euts
up the timher to the sizes that will readily
find a market, and sinee the population of
the State is so small as to be ineapable of
ahsorbing more fhan a fraetion of the ount-
put. over 90 per cent. of the timber that he
cuts is eut for export, The export trade de-
mands timher of certain Sizes and of cer-
tain quality. Tt requires no seantling, or
small sizes, and no shert lengths, Al the
timber must be of the highest quality. The
result is that all timber which does not
make up into exvort sizes gors into the fire
elies and i< burat . . . . The sawmillers
themselves estimate that what is hurnt an-
mually in the mills amonnts to no less than
half a million tons of timber,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Attorney General’s speech proceeds—

Ten years later, in 1913, the year before
the war, this export had inerensed to
272,000 loads, valued at o Jittle over one
million pounds. It is quite impossible to
estimate in pounds, shillings, and pence the
loss of actunl wealth that this exploitation
of our timber has meant to the State. We
cannot hlame the sawmillers, for their
action was sanctioned and encouraged by
Government after Government, but when
we hear them tell of the wonderful good
they have done for Western Australia, of
the large moneys they have spent, and the
employment they have given, do not let us
forget that their work has really resulted
in tie destruction of the State’s wealth.
And whilst we ecannot interfere with the
rights given by past Governments—indeed,
it is onr duty to safeguard the rights of
oxisting sawmilling com|ranics, and a special
scetion of the Bill provides for this—no
sueh rights must be granted in the future.
. The Bill provides for a continuity
of policy. Tn the first place let ‘us con-
sider what this policy is, The poliey may
he summariseld under three heads. The first
is the permanent reservation of all prime
timher country; the second is the vestrie-
tion of the cutting of timber to that quan-
tity which the forest will veproduce matur-
ally: and the third is to carry oot sylvieul-
turnl operations in the cut.over areas in
order to assure the regeneration of the best
species for foture wse.

T vegret that hon. members may not find very
mueh of interest in this particular speech of
a former Attorney General, but it all goes to
sliow that there hiaz been exploitation.

The Premier: It is the Conservator’s speech
that you have been quoting. That speech
was read to the House by the then Attorney
General.

AMr. PICKERING: Tt appears in “‘Tan-
sard’’ as that Attorney General’s speech.
He qgooted a further extraet from the report
of the Royal Commission on Forestry, as fol-
lows:—

In most countrics the forest lands have
two distinet bands of enemies: First the
timber trader, whose only aim is to get all
he ean owt of the forest, heedless of its

Turning to the findings of the Roval Commis- future; the secomd enemy is the agricul-
sion, the then Attorney General quotes there- turist, who is interested in the uprooting
from as Follows:— of the forest for the sake of the rich soil

Your Commission is of opinion that, in
the interests of the State, it would he a
wise policy to diseconrage any increase in
the rate of timber cutting till the econ-
sumption of seantling is fairly apace with
the output of larger sizes. State acquies-
ecence in the destruction of good timber,
only hecause the export trade demands it,
is @t frime against coming gonerations, and
any attempts to inerease the export in the
interests of foreign companies, or with the
ohject of inducing more wen te join in
timher getting at the cxpense of posterity,
needs wise Tesistanee.

beneath, Tt is not swrprising, therefore,
that under the united strength of those two
influenecs, the interests of posterity in tim-
her supplies have been so long ignored in
many lauds.
The Attorney General’s  speeeh  further
states—

Tt is generally reeognised by statesmen
and economists that the minimum area of
forests required by a country to supply its
own timber needs is 23 per cent. of the
total area of that ecountry. . . . TLet
us take n look amongst the countries of
the world. New Zealand has a total forest
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area—I am speaking in round figures—of
20,000 square miles, and that is 23 per
cent. of her toinl area.

Now, Western Australia has about 3 per cent.
of her total arca under forest, so that the
position of Western Australia as compared
with most other countries is a very unfortun-
ate one indeed. Towards the comelusion of
his specch the then Attorney General used
these words—

Everywhere this principle is being recog-
nised, but how long will this trend of
thought last? Are we to allow ourselves
to fall back once more into that slough of
apathy in which we have been engulfed for
the last twenty vears? This is what we
have to guard against, and this is why the
forest administration of Western Ausfralia
must be firmly secured umler a legislative
enactment.  Given a secure forest adminis-
tration consisting of 2 swall number of
professional forestérs and a general staff of
foresters=—not tax ecollectors, such as we
have had up to now, but foresters trained
in the care and management of foresta—
and we need never again fear the blighting
infinence that has so wreeked our timber
areas in the years that have gone.

In the course of the (ebate on the Address-
in-reply this session, various members gave
expression to a feeling of dissatisfaction re-
garding the State’s forest policy. Like many
members of the last Assembly, T knew very
little indecd concerning the forestry of West-
ern Australin or its forest poliey when the
Torests Aet was introdueed here. Tt has
taken vears to educate the Western Aus-
tralian people up to an_appreciation of the
heritage that is theirs in the forests of this
State. Objeetion has been taken to the For-
ests Act and its working, but T am prepared
to maintain that in its broad principles it
has operated for the general benefit of this
country. One objection has becn raised by
the Premicer, who has said that the financial
aspect of our forestry legislation should he
looked into. Tho lon. gentleman expressed
the opinion that we could not afford to spend
the amount of money set aside vear by year
upon the forests. He also said that this
Chamber had no conecrn with the expenditure
of moncy under the Torests Act. Further,
the Premier gave it as his opinion that we
should get timber for loval requirements at
more moderate prices thau those which had
ruled. He thinks the financial aspeet of
forest legislation should be looked inte, al-
though I o not think we can afford to spend
the amount of money set aside vear hy year
on the forests. Again he said—

The Chamber has no coneern with the
expenditure of moncy under the Forestry
Act, once it has left the House,

And he sald—
We should get timber for our own re-

quirements at a better price than we ecan
get it to-day.
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He said also that the Forests Aet interferes
with the policy of land scttlement.

Mon. P, Collier: A charaeteristically reck-
lpss statement.

Mr, PICKERTNG: The Forests Act pro-
vides that all revenue of the deymriinent
shall be paid into the Treasury; that three-
fifths of the net revenue shall be cortified by
the TUnder Treasurer and he placed to a
special aceount in the Treasury and form a
fund for the improvement and reforestation
af the forests, and that sueh fand may be
expended by the Conservator with the ap-
proval of the Minister, bat wiitkout any
other authority thaan the Aet, provided that
the seheme for such expenditure shall be
subjeet to the approval of Parlinment. The
question is whether we can afford to spend
this money on the forests.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Perhaps en forests,
hbut not on forest roads,

My, PRKERING: A forest poliey in-
volves road-making, There must be roads
throngh the forests in order to do the business
of the forests. The money at the disposal of
the Congervator is voted by Parliament under
the Act, and the amount he gets for expendi-
ture is the net revenve after dledueting all
possible charges, incleding interest on loans
expended on the forvests, and interest  on
money  cxpemlesdd  on ringbarking—every-
thing that ean be levied against the forests?
account is levied,

The Premier: It is not the Conservator’s

money; 1t is public money.
*Mr. PICKERTNG:  Yes, but the amount
alocated by the Aect is little enongh for the
purpose.  The other day T asked certain
questions, but was wnable to get am answer.
T was told T would have to move for a re-
turn.  Those questions were with regard to
the revenue and expenditure of the other
States. | was not going to be put off like
that, so [ wired to the other States for the
information.

The Premier:
told you.

AMr. PICKERING: Then why was the in-
formation refused me? At all events T have
now got it. Tn New South Wales in 1920-21
the revenue was £119,742 and the expendi-
ture £157,083. Tn Victoria the revenuwe was
£138,582, and the expenditure €127,380, In
Tasmanin the rvevenwe was £20,443 and the
expenditure £2,709.  I'n Queensland the re-
venue was £163,000 and the  expenditure
£111,000.

The Premier: What did they spend it on?

My, PICKERING:  On the forest palicy
of the State. T am unable to get the South
Australian figures for this year, but for the
year 1910-20 the revenue was £22.202, and
the expenditure £363%4.  South Australin is
probably the most advanced of all the States
in respeet of forestry.  She had no large
arcas of indigemous forests. and so she set
out and planted her own forests.

Mon. W. C. Angwin: You have on the
Notice Paper notice of a2 wotion for a re-
furn giving this imformation.

The Conzervator vould have
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Mr. SPEARKER: Yes, T think the hon.
member is anticipating notiee of motion No.
18 standing in his name. The hon, member
eannot anticipate that wmotion.

Me, PICKERING: [ am not asking for
particulars hy this motion. T am merely
giving the figures T have obtained for my-
self,

Mr, SPEAKER: The figures yon are to
ask for, you are now giving. The hon. mem-
her had better keep them until his motion
No. 15 is under discussion.

Mr. PICKFRING: Just now it is neces-
sary that T showld show that in the other
States the proportion of expenditure to re-
venne is greater than it is in Western Ana-
tralia. The 1920 figures for New Zealand
are as follows:—revenue  £6,038, from
plantations £2,255; and the expenditure
£66.819. In addition £260,000 was alloeated
from loan money. The Premicr,said this
Chamher had ne coneern with the expendi-
ture of the money on forests after it left this
Chamber. What coneern have we with the
expenditure of any money after it is once
granted by the Chamber? So there is noth-
ing singular in the fact that the Chamber
has no further interest in forestry cXxpendi-
turc. The Premicr eomplains about the price
of timber for local consumption, but he
must be well aware that the State Sawmills
are in the combine, and charge the same for
their timber as do any other company.

Hon. P. Collier: That is only a coincidence.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They have much
higher railway rates to pay.

Mr. PICKERTNG:  There is net mueh
differenece in the distances. Tt was interest-
ing to read the other fday of a deputation
which waited on the Premier with a view to
sceuring & reduction in royalty. The leaders
of that deputation were Millars’ combine.

Mr. Mann: No, the sawmillers® assecia-
tion.

Mr. PICKERING:
trolled by Millars’,

Mr, Mann: That is not correct.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have not joined
the Primavy Producers’ Parvty.

Hon. P, Collier: When they get wise they
will join up with your excentive. Then they
will get their ewn way,

Mr. PICKERING: The Premier eom-
plained of the length of time it takes timber
to grow. That is an argument why we should
eontinue our poliey, why there should be no
interference with the policy fornmlated by
the past Parliament. He also complained about
baving to refer applications for land seleetion
to the Conservater. That is not justified.
Everybody knows that a joint party repre-
senting the Forestey Department and  the
Lands Department 'earefully classified the
whole of the forest ¢ountry in the Sonth-
West and agreed npon the reservation of eer-
tain eountry for forest purposes, all other
country te be open to settlement. How
then can it be that the Premier has to refer
applications for land to the Conservator,
except in relation te the reserved areas set

Which is mainly con-
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apart by mutnal consent for forestry per-
poses? The Premier also said that if there
was one jarrah tree on a block the Con-
servator wanted to make of it a forest re-
serve. As a matter of fact fonr lnads to the
aere is the basis of such reserve,

The Premier: Who told won thatt You
have been well instructed.

Mr. PICKERING: There have been many
objections to the forest poliev of the State.
The sawmillers objoct because it conflicts
with their interest, which is the exploita-
tion of the forests. Collic nlso objoets to
it. In Collie reecently the question of the
forest policy was referred to, Somebody
said the Collie coanlfields would Tast another
hundred years. The member for Collie {Mr.
Wilson) said they would last 300 years, 1t
is generally known that the timber on those
leases will be e¢ut out within the next 15
years.

The Premier:
voung stuff now.

Mr. PICKERING: They are going to cut
down the youuny stuff, as it is done in eoun-
tries like Germany, in a face. What is re-
quired for the mines at Collie is not big
timber, but poles; and you get a greater
growth of poles by eutting In a face.

The Premier; Who told you that?

Mr. PICKERING: It does not mattler.
You can refute it if possible.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you think it fair
that a public undertakmg like the Fre-
mantle tramways should have io get iron
poles?

Mr. PICKERING: Tt may be very hard
on some interests,

Hon, W, €. Angwin: 1t is very hard on
the public.

They nre destroying the

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. PICKERING: On the 19tk 'Aungust
the following interesting letter appeared in
the “* Worker’’'—

At first glance it may not appear that
the present controversy over the Forest
Department has much interest for trades
unionists. But this is not sn. Apart from
the interest they should take as citizens
the case iz onc which should have a
peculinr interest for the Labour Party.
Tt is one of these all too common cases in
whieh an uapright and admittedly com-
petent public servant is squcezed out be-
catse in the execution of his duty as a
public servant and protector of public
rights he finds himself up against the
interests of the capitalistic exploiter. The
money interest in this matter is in a
peculiarly strong position. In the person
of the Minjaster (Mr., Scaddan) there is
a past master in the art of shufling, and
who by a plentiful nse of sound and fary
can hide a woeful lack of aupporting data.
They have a speeial representative in
Parliament itself in the person of an
old and experienced rampaigner whose
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apeciality is lobbying his fellow members.
Thea therc is the peculiar wording of the
Act and the opportunity to drag in the
war and all its associations. ut  the
strongest card which tne money interest
hold is the faet that the Couservator of
Forests in doing bis duty as he sees it,
has found himself at issue with the
sleeper hewer, the sandalwood getter, and
the settler in forest areas, with the result
that many Labour men who would other-
wise he keen critics of what the money
power desired, will be indifferent to what
happeus to Mr. Lane-Poole and thereby
assist money to repeat its time-honoured
policy of squeezing a troublesome public
servant out of the way. Ta all spheres
of public activity a continuous pelicy is
of value, but in no sphere is it so essen-
tial as in forestry where suecess depends
absolutely upon a settled and continuous
policy not merely for years, hut for
gonerations. For this reason, the sugges-
tion of Mr. Angwin that the Forestry Act
shonl! be amended to make the foresg
policy again subjeet to the Minister, iz a
deplorable one. Shonld he endeavounr to
put it into exeeution, he ecan rely upon
having the enthusiastic support of every
timber exploiter in the State. Up to now
the publie are in ignorance of the forestry
side of the question. We only have the
Ministerial bluff, Mr, Lane-Poole, by a
convention, the wisdom of which is very
doubtful, is prevented from saying a
word indicating in which direction he con-
siders public interests lie. We must rely
upoD our representatives in Parliament,
who bave access to the papers, to examine
the matter as keenly as it deserves, 1T
would suggest they ask themselves: If
this is merely a differezce of opinion
hetween the head of a department and
his Minister, why is it that on every
possible occasion the **West Australian’?
gives it the importance of seare headlines
as the ‘‘Forestry Clash.”’ I suggest that
with the enormous rise in the price of
timber that the value of cutting rights
for any period is now enormously greater
than the value of any equal period prior
to, or during the war, If this is so, then
to grant an extension on the game terms
i3 to make a gift of many tens of thou-
sands of public assets. The writer has no
bricf for Mr. Lanc-Pocle, neither has the
‘“Worker,”’ but I am convinced that a
careful cxamination of the facts will
prove that io this matter he stands for
public right against the exploiter of a
great public asset. As such he is
degerving of cvery support which the
“Worker” and the Labour members in
Parliament can give him.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: Who signued that
Jotter? .

Mr. PICRERING: Tt is signed ‘*Red
Gum.??

[
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: You did not write
it, did you?

Mr. PICEERING: I will give the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle a writien
letter to the editor of the ** Worker,'’ asking
him to say whether I have ever written to
the *fWorker” in any circumstances under
a nom-de-plume.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: I will take your
word for it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order!
The hon. member will please address the
Chair.

Mr. PICKERING: I apologise, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, but T will give this Housc
an assurance that I bave never written a
lotter to a newspaper, which I have been
ashamed to sign.

Hon. W. C. Angwin :
word for it.

Mr. PICKERING: There is a question of
whether this State is getting credit for the
value of the timber we export. I wrote to
the Customs Department, Excise Office, and
asked what the declared value of the timber
for export amounted to. I received the
following reply—

In reply to your letter of the 27th Aug-
ust, T beg to inform you that uvader the
Customs Act, 1901-1920, loeal timber must
be entered for export not later than three
days after shipment overseas, in accord-
ance with the preseribed form. (Copy
attached.) The quantities required, in
respeet of timber exported overseas, are
superficiel feet, and G600 superficial feat
represent a Joad. From time to time in-
quiries are made with & view to verifying
values of timber entered for export, over-
seas, and it hag been found that these
valoes vary from £4 10s. to £9 per load.

As 1 matter of fact timber has heen sold-
at a higher value than that.

T might mention that with regard to local

timber transferred to other States within

the Commonwealth, this Department

keeps mo record.
T tried to get the amount of the timber ex-
ported, hut jt is Qifficult to get the infor-
mation one desires. At any rate the contracts
for Sonth Africa ran between £7 10s. and £11
per load f.o.b. T am sorry to say I could not
got the quantities exactly. I believe that -in
1921°it was between 150,000 and 200,000 loads
and the export value was between £1,000,000
and £1,200,000. That would run cut at about
£5 18s. per lead.  Two the same year the revenue
was about £70,000 or £75,000, which would
ean an inerease of from £25,000 to £30,000.
That is as far as T can get to the information
T require. The Premier has referred to his
refusal to approve of the jarrah forests plan.
Tt rests with the Premier to approve of the
plan, and until sueh time dis the forestry plan
is approved, it will be impossible for any -
proper forestry policy to be given effeet to in
our forests. I have dealt roughly with the
finaneial aspect of the question. The revenue
aceruing to the department is mainly due to
the inercase in royalties, Prior to 1814 a

I will take your
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rovaliy of 1s. per load was collected as a tax.
To-day it is collecte:d for the preservation of
the forests. Therein is the difference.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yon did not give us
the royalties; you have given us the amounts.

Ay, PICKERING: T want to quote a few
remarks by Professor Wilson, whe dealt with
the question of the Qucensland forest policy.
Professor Wilson is the Assistant-Director of
the Arnold Arboretum, Harvard University,
T.8.A.. When asked if he could suggest any
steps for furthering Quecnsland’s forest
poliey, he said:—

Your obvious need——and this is a matter
in which Queensland is bhehinid the whole of
the Ausfralian States—is a modern Forestry
Act. Under this would be determined how
much of the income from forests should be
put back into forest revenne. In New
Zealand the full 100 per cent is returned.
Here the position is somewhat different;
vonr Glovernment is in the timber business.
Personally, T do not think the State should
be in this business at all. As T view
forestry, its work should finish at the crop,
which should go to the highest bidder. I
do not sce any more reason why a forestry
department, or (overnment, should go into
saw-milling and other such businesses, than
I see why a farmer should go into a bakery
husiness instend of selling his wheat, Alto-
pether, T suppose Queensland gets o quarter
of a million each year from her forests, and
yet not 2 penny goes back into forestry. I
certainly think that at least 33 per cent. of
the money earned by the forests should
revert to them to ensure future supplies.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: That writer is speak-

ing against the Labour pelicy and against the
State Trading Concerns in this State. From
that point of view alone his opinions are not
worth much.

Mr. PICKERING: These are the views of
that authority: although from the lion. mem-
ber’s point of view they may mnot be worth
much,

Hon. W, C. Angwin; His writings are not
so much a discussion of forestry as a criticism
against the Labour pelicy.

Alr. Simons: You are putting up your case
in a way that ma%es it diffieult te support
you, anxious as we may he to do so.

Mr. PICKERING: T comc now to the ques-
tion of Millars’ extension. The extensiong
proposed to be made are set out in this clause,
T am quoting from *‘Hausard’’ of November
3, 1918, page 966:—

Postponed  Clangse 5—Preservation of
richts of pastoral lessces and holders of
mining rights.

The  Attorney
amendment—

That the following naragraph be added to
the elause:—**(3) The Goveruor may (a)
extend the term of sawmill permits granted
mnder the Laond Aet Amendment Aet, 1904,
so far as the operations therennder have
been  temporarily  diseentinued in conze-
quenee of the present state of war; and (h)
so far as the overations under any existing

General: T move an
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timber eoncession or timber lease have been
temporarily suspended in consequence of
the present state of war (i) extend the
term of such convession or lease subject to
payment, during the period of such exten-
sion, in lieu of the rent thereby reserved, of
a royalty on all timber aeqnired at the pre-
scribed rate of royalty under this Aet for
timher acquired wnder permits, and to the
regulations in force for the time being, sub-
jeet to the proviso to seetion 41: Provided
that the rent paid during the period of tem-
porary suspension of operations shall he
credited to the lessce and apportioned over
the periosl of sueh extension; or (ii.) aceept

a surrender of any concession or lense, and

issne, in Iteu thereof, a permit under this

Act of the same or other land at the pre-

scribed royalty, the rent paid under the sur-

rendered concession or lense during the
peried of temporary suspension of opera-
tions being credited to the permit holder
and apportioned over the term of the per-
mit.”” .
Later on le said.—

Now we say to the leascholder, ‘“We
cannot extend your old obsolete tenansy or
your concession on the terms on which yon
originally ot it, becavse that would be
unfair to the sawmiller, who is a permit
holder, who is to-day paying 2s. royalty.’’

Turther on still he says:—

i hope hon. members appreciate the
position between the concession holder, the
leaseholder. and the permit holder. The
concession holder pays a very small fee,
In some instances it is £150 a year, Tt was
fixed in the early days, 30 or 40 years ago.
Most of these lenses and coneessions expire
hetween the vears 1924 and 1927, The
leaseholder pays £20 per square mile per
annum. It is not proposed to reunew the
eoneessions or leases on the same terms
under which they have been held. Tt is
proposed to renew them on the same terms
as the permit holder. A concession cxpires,
say, in 1924, Tt has not been used for two
years owing to war conditions. The person
who owns that eoncession will he entitled to
come to the Government and the Govern-
ment will be entitled to grant a further two
years of that concession snbject to the regu-
lations and subject to a 2s. rovalty in piace
of rent, or whatever the royalty is at that
time.

Mr. Mann: Some of the permit holders are
paying 6s. royalty at the present time.

Mr. PICKERING: I want to emphasise the
point that the Minister sazid that it would be
subjeet to regulations, The Leader of the
Opposition, when speaking on thi» guestion,
said:—

Tn_the face of that we say to the lease-

holder who has concessions, that conld not

be obtained anywhere in Australia during
the past 20 years, we will give consideration
to you for the £22,000. T am not prepared
to go that far. Tt is a fair thing for Par-
liament to ask these people, if they sur-



[7 SEPTEMBER, 1921.]

render their leases, to continue during the
peried under review on the same terms and
conditions as any other sawmill proprietor
operating in the forest at the present time.
Parliament proposes to give them an ex-
tended rate for four years, and we are
justified in saying for those four ycars,
““You come under the same conditions as
other people operating in the forest.’?
Even then, it would be a profitable con-
tract for the people concerned. This is
not a time for excessive generosity; it is
a time for fair dealing,
That is the position of Millars’ regarding this
matter. When the Bill was introduced there
was no mention of the elause which I have
read to the House, It was introdueed duvring
the later stages of the Bill and it was de-
cided upow at the last mowent. The then
Attorney General, in my opinion, misled the
House with regard to the operation of the
regulations, as he also misled the House when
he was dealing with the question of the pas-
toral leases. When the Bill dealing with the
extension of pastoral leases was before the
House, the then Attorney Gemneral, Mr. Rob-
inson, said—

The two million acres was never dis-
cussed.  That was aceepted as a fair thing.
Hon, members must know that there is
more than one pastoralist in the North
who has an area exceeding that. It would
act hardly upon these pastoralists. T do
not suggest any extension to these per-
sons, They cannot hold on combination
more than two million, and will therefore
have to get rid of the remainder of their

holdings or their leases will not be re-

newed.
That is what the Attorney Generat of the
day said when speaking on an amendment
submitted by the member for North-East
Fremantle. The amendment was one for the
reduction of the leases to one million acres.
It was thonght, on the representations made
by the then Attorney General, that it would
be impossible for pastoralists to take up a
larger area wnder any combination, but it
was ultimately demonstrated that they ecould
take up any area they liked, as was evidenced
by the forming of companies and the fact
that one company hold more than three
million acres in one distriet. T eontend that
the House was similarly misled in connection
with this Bill. Tt was through this that the
partienlar clause was passed in the form in
which it now appears in the Act, and the
position to-day is that unless some nrrange-
ment is made to prevent the extension of the
Jeases under sub-paragraph (i) we might as
. well say goodbye to the forest policy of this
State, until the expiration of the extended
period. Tn my opinion the extension of thosc
leases was a concession by this House—an
absolute concession. A lot has bheen made of
the difficnlties experienced and the loss sus-
tained by this partienlar firm duaring the
period of the war. What firm did not suffer
a loss during that time? Can any hon.
member tell me of any business throughout
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Australin that did not suffer n loss. Was
thore any individual who did not suffer 2
loss?

Mr. Wilson: The timber industry did net.

Mr. PICKBRING: That interjeetion ouly
tonds to strengthen my case. It the fimber
industry «lid not suffer any loss during the
war, then we are wot warranted in making
any concession.  1f we did make any conees-
sion, it was with the full knowledge that the
word ‘‘may’’ governed the situation. 1t was
not an obligntion en the Uovernment, but was
entirely optional.

Mr. Mann: Did not they pay their rent
during the war?

Mr. PICKERING: Tf they came under
sub-paragraph (i) they had to pay; if they
eame under the other sub-paragraph they did
not, 'Yhe Govermment had the right to say
under whieh sub-paragraph they would
grant cxtension. The Government or the
Minister has chosen a e¢ourse which ig

.inimical te the best interests of the State,

Hon, W, G. Angwin: Then your duty is to
vote against the Government,

AMr, PICKERING: [ must quote what Ar.
Pilkington said.

Mr, Wilson: Oh!

Mr. PICKERING:
It is a very short extraet,

he is ont of the country.

That does not matter.
Mr. Pilkington

said—

That is not sufficient reason for
saying that the contrnet which |lhas
been made on behalf of Western Aus-

tralia with certain millers should be
disregarded. If there is any justifiea-
tion for passing a provigion which

affects an existing contraet, it should be
some overwhelming reason, and T snbmit
that the principle that this Commitice and
the Government and the State should re-
speet contracts maide on bebatf of Western
Anstralia is a higher principle and one de-
serving of more consideration than even the
protection of the forests.
The Government, in fact, say, **We think the
losses suffered by Millars’ during the period
of the war warrant us in handing over to a
company who have tried hard to destroy our
forests the forests which belong to poster-
ity.?” Tt wust be recognised that the forests
are not here for our use only. Legislators all
over Anstralia do not hesitate to mortgage
the rights of posterity, We mortgage them in
respect to every conceivable thing. For one
thing there is the national debt, and now we
sny we will mortgage our forests and hand
them over to these exploiters, and let the
future take care of itself. I will never con-
tend for the interests of any combine or com-
pany which will jeopardise the future pros-
perity of this State of Western Australia. T
regret that it has been necessary for me to
speak in this strain. However, it is not a mat-
ter of personalities; there are some things
which loom larger than mere persounalities.
This is a large and vital question. T believe
that this country must have the advantage of
the product of our forests for the varions
walks of life in whieh we are engaged. We
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have had an exposition here quite recently by
the Conservator of Forests which should have
awakened in the minds of the moat care-
lessly indifferent a lasting interest in the
forest resources of this State. What has the
Conservator of Forests done for Western Ans-
tralia? Mas not he done a great deal? Has
not he helped to demonstrate the value of the
kiln drying process for jarrah? That Das
heen a great advantage,

The Premier: And Millars’, too, have done
a great deal.

Mr. PICKERING : The Conservator is
mainly responsible for the introduction of
the method.

"he Premier: You are here in the inter-
ests of Lane-Poole.

Mr, PICKERING: The Premier is the ad-
voeate of Millars’, and we expect him to
spesk in that wvein,

Mr, McCallum: Why keep him in office?

Mr. PICKERING: Has not the Conserva-
tor developed that faith in our timber which
has been of considerable value to the building
industries of this State? The wonderful dif-
ference in the use of jarrah since the introdue-
tion of the kiln drying process is beyond com-
pare,

The Premier: What is he paid for?

Mr. PICKERTNG: TIe is paid to de his
duty and he is trying to do it. T econtend
that the Conservator recognises the respon-
sibilities and obligations which rest upon
him, and that he is doing his best so far as
his lights guide him in that direction. Tt iz
not to be expected that he will please
everyone. A man who szets out to do that
will never succeed but will generally tread
on the corns of everybody.

Hon. W. G, Angwin:
n highly scientifie man, but with a lack of
business eapacity.

Mr. PICKERING: Like the Labour Gov-
ernment,

Mr. Simons: Why, the Labour Government
appointed Mr. Lane-Poole,

Mr, PICIKERING: Then they showed con-
siderable business acumen by that aet.

Mon, W, C. Angwin: He is n very good
man, but ven want to consitler the rights of
the State.

Mr. PICKERING : Through the intro-
duction of laboratory work, fresh avenues
for getting profit and advantage from our
forests have been demonstrated. By the in-
trodnetion of the paper making machine,
Western Australia has heen able to demon-

strate to the world that it ean produce
pood and serviceable paper. [ know of noth-
ing which the Conservator has  seriously

taken in hand in the interests of ferestry and
has not made a sueeess of it, T believe mem-
hers are prepared to econcede that he has
done his duty faithfully and well. Tf he has
one fault, it is perhaps his exeesa of ardour
in earrving ont his duties. However, thero
is no man perfeet; everyone must recognise
that. Tn the Conservator we have a man who
is admitted throughout the whole Commaon-
wealth to he one of the leading foresters at

Everyone says he is
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least in Australiz, and we should give him
an opportunity to make good in this State. It
has been asserted that there are faults in
the Forests Act. TPersonally, | do not know
of any. If there are any which a select com-
mittee could light upon amd improve in the
interests of the State, there c¢an be no ob-
jection to the appointment of the select com-
mittee. T do not intend to disguise the fact
that if a select committee is appeinted and |
am a member of it, my main objeet and idea
will he to conserve the forest industries of
this State.

Mr. Bimous rose.

The Premier: [ wanted to move the ad-
journment of the debate,

Mr. SIMONS (East Perth) [9.55]: I think
this is a matter of urgency. | support the
motion. As one of the new members of the
House, in common with other members, judg-
ing from the remarks which have been mnde
during the debate on the Adress-in-reply,
fhere is considerable doubt as to the cilicacy
of the Forests Aet of 1918, If a sclect com-
mittee is appointed to take evidence all over
the State, the position must be presented in
a much ¢learer way than we understand it at
present. A great deal of space has been de-
voted by the Press to the question’ of forestry
during the past two or three months.

The Premier: We cannot finish this to-
night.
Mr., SIMONS: There are many rumours

floating areund the ecity;, many aceunsations
have heen made and we know that there has
heen considerable tumult in the Forests De-
partment, and T eannot conceive of the Gov-
ernment adopting an attitude of opposition
to an inquiry which would clear up the posi-
tion with which forestry in this State is faced
to-day. The threatened resignation of the
Conservator is a matter of very serious mo-
ment to Western Awstralian. 1 do not know
of any netivity of public work which is of
greater importanee than the govardianship of
our forests.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tlc is not the only
man in the world. Jf he died to-morrow, we
wonld have to get someone clse.

Mr. STMONS: That is all the more reason
why we should have a select committee to in-
quire inte this matter. 1 do not say that
Mr, Lanc-Poole is the only man who under-
stands this husiness, but T do say that he is
one of the foremost nuthorities in this par-
tienlar line, I have heard forestry discussed
in other parts of the world, and T was proud
when in California to hear among the names
mentioned there the pame of a man employed
in the State of Western Australia. 1 am not
going to be onc to state my opinions and
ideas and set them np against those of a man
who has sueh a reputation not only in this
State, in Australia and the Empire, but inter-
nationally, and this House and this State,
and the Government should hesitate hefore
losing the services of a man of that ealibre,
This, however, i3 begide the question., T Jdo
not wurge the appointment of a seleet com-



[% S8EpTEMBER, 1921.]

mittec on any personal grounds. I am not
urging it from any feeling of warmth, but
I urge it in order to give us more intelligenece
on the subject, and to give us information
that we may be able to go about our forestry
business with a better understanding of the
position. We know thak there has been a clash
hetween the Conservator and a very hig and
wealthy combine in this State. Adter having
observed publie affairs {or a number of yiurs,
[ am convineed that it is very rarvely one finds
@ man in any Government department, in this
or any other State, who is game to stand up
agninst a big amd wealthy combine, Too
often is it the custom of Government officers
to take the easy and in some enses the more
profitable course of vielding instead of stand-
ing four-square against the opposition that
these combines apparently can bring inte play.
For many generations the Australian people
have been hereties so far as forestry is con-
cerned.  The public mind has been so edu-
cated as to regard o tree as an enemy to be
wiped out, and the destruction of the forests
in Australin is one of the most eriminal pas-
sages reeorded in the history of any vountry
in the worll. Year after year, generation
after generation, we have been carrying on
this policy of forest destruction, and not
until we got the servieces of Mr, Lane-
Poole as Conservator aid we bring in an
apostle with a new thonght and a new
idea; a new light to teach ns to save
this wonderful heritage nature has given
us. Mr. Lane-Poole has been spoken of as
i heretic beeause he said the jarrah was
too good to be nsed for railway sleepers.
No other country in the world would have
hern so prodigal of its heritage as to use
this wonderful timber for sleepers, for
fencing rails, for posts etc. The hardwoods
of the world have taken centuries to de-
velop and the supply is diminishing all the
time. In a few generations we shall have
no virgin hardwoods left in Western Aus-
tralia, at the present rate of progress. We
should sct about conserving something for
posterity, preserving this timber until in a
few years 1t will become much more valuable
than it is to-day. We should not allew this
poliey of forest butcherv to go unchecked.
Tt remained unchecked until the advent of
the present Conservator, cloaked as he was
with the necessary aunthority to ecarry out
a correct policy, From boyhood we all re-
member the destructive fires which con-
sumed an integral part of every saw milling
plant in the State. We have not had
what may be termed forest exploitation, or
any intclligent development of a forest
policy. 'We have really heen creating
slanghter houses for our timber, forest
Intteheries in our sawmills, If we visit
some of the agricultural areas we find that
the first thing 2 man does on taking up a
hlock is to slaughter every tree on the
place, with the result that he wonders why
the springs bhecome salt and the country
wears such an unattractive appearance. We
have had this destruction of trees going on

. behind him,
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in our munpicipal areas. Even the ity
Couneil is earrying out the same poliey.
When it commences to improve an area, it
does 50 by cutting down all the trees, In
other countries they save the trees. In
Western Awustralia trees which have taken
400 years to matore have been cut down in
a few minutes becanse of this vandalism in
our forestry operatioms. Tt is said that
there ave speeial grievances down at Collic
beeause of the policy of the Conservator.
That is all the more rcason for an inquiry.
1t is said that a road has heen construected at
Mumlaring by the. Conscrvator and that this
was an error of pelicy. That is also i
reason for the inquiry. Every objection
that has been raised with respect to the
Conscrvater and the forest policy ean be
more intelligently handled in the light of
the evidence which the select committee
will be able to colleet. We know that Mr.
Lane-Poole comes to us as a man holding a
very high position in the forestry affairs of
the world. We know that he 'has had a
clash with a big and wealthy combine. We
know that certain fixed ideas are held in
the public mind on the matter.

The Premier: Yon are wrong in saying
that there has been a ¢lash with a big and
wealthy c¢ombine,

Mr. SIMONS: We know that every effort
has been made to get the Comservator out
of his position. He has set himgself against
this combine in carrying out his duties.

The Premier: You are not justified in say-
ing that. I have heard nothing of it.

Mr, STMONS: I am asgured it is so. We
know what is going on. In our Conservator
we hiave an officer who has tried to do his
duty, and it hehoves every member to stand’
He is doing his best to safe-
guanl the public well being. He has threat-
ened the interests of a wealthy concern
operating in this State. Tf that is not the
position let ns have a select committee to
prove that T am wrong.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Premier: Do you think that Parlia-
ment or Mr. Lanc-Poole ought to be obeyed?

Mr, STMONS: The Premier suggests that
Mr. Lane-Poole is disobeying the wishes of
Parliament. A select committes can take
evidence on that matter too. Every inter-
jection strengthens our claim for an inquiry-
I hope the Government will not burke an
investigation. The moare Inquiry is burked
the stronger suspicion will the pnblic have
that there is something which cannot stand
the light of day. Every word that is uttered
hostile to the appointment of a select com-
mitiece points to the necessity of a full,
open, and impartial inquiry such as
a select committee can make. In Mr,
T.ane-Poole we have an apostle of a new

thought. I do not say he has not made mis-
takes.
Mr. Angelo: No one ean say that.
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The Premicr: Who objeets to the fullest
irguity !

AMr., SIMONS: T hope the Premier will
not object to the avpointment of a sclect
committec.

The Premier:  Youn onght to bring down
an amending Bill and submit that to n select
committee.

Mr, SIMONS: Such a Bill conlid be more
intelligently handled in the light of the evi-
denee that would be taken at the inquiry.

Han. P. Collier: The motion provides for

that amongst other things.
"Mr. SIMOXNS:  The Conservator is an
apostle of a new forestry religion, and like
other men of his kind he is in danger of be-
ing crueified. 1 am anxious to press for the
appointment of a seleet committee  with
power to take evidence in any part of the
State where forestry interests are conecerned.
Lot ns get the rights and wrong, of what is
called the forestry clash. T hope the Gov-
ernment will not prevent the colleetion of
the neeessary cvidence so that we may have
the whole position cleared uwp and a proper
solntion of the diffieulty arrived at.

Mr. MOYNEY (Bunbury) [10.7]:  This
matter has been introduced in consequenee
of the question having arisen as to the ex-
tension of the leases under the Forests Act
of 1919. The Act was passed with the elear
intention that those who pnaid rent for their
leases would be allowed the opportunity
afterwards of cutting during €he period when
the mills were closed in consequence of the
war. The Leader of the Opposition was re-
sponsible for this partienlar amendment in
the Bill, I[n licu of rents the lessees of lenses
or concessions were to pay the full royalty
during the period of the extension. Tn other
words, if there had been no war, there would
have heen exactly the same cutting done
as there will be under the extension, beeanse
the extensions only apply to leases or con-
cessions on whieh operations were suspended
during the war. The Government thus get
the advantage of the full royalties in lieu
of rents, and therefoere obtain an advant-
age through the suspension

Hon. I’. Collier: That has to he derducted
from the royalty.

The Minister for Mines:
that out.

Hon. P. Collier:
ment.

Mr. MONEY: Tt was put in at the in-
stanve of the Leader of the Opposition. Not
only have the Governmment been paid royal-
ties on the timber but they have been paid
rents for the period during which there was
no cutting. 1t is elear from the Ael that this
was the intention of Parliament. Every mem-
ber in the House understood the condition at
the time. "There is a scction dealing with the
matter whieh says that the Governor in Fx-
ceutive Couneil, that is the same as Cabinet,
shall grant an extension.

The Premier: And not Mr, Lane-Poole.

No, you struck

That was my amend-
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AMre, MONEY: The matter of the exten-
sion of the leases or eoncessions is entirely
one for Parliament and for Cabinet. No ex-
tension ean be granted except in conformity
with the Aet, othorwise it would be granted
contrary to the intentions of 1arlinment. On
that point there can be no argument. T can-
not understand why so much atiention has
been given to this question. T have the
highest opinion of Mr. Lane-Poole, who is
fully seized of the importance of our forests.
TUnfortunately, he is apt to see that and
nothing e¢lse.  He is evidently over zealous
ant over anxious to conserve our forestz, and
he has forgotten that part of the ferest po-
licx whieh eoncerns Parliament and Cabinet.
He has been 11l advised on this matter. T be-
Jieve that he may still reecognise that this
partieular question is one that should be left
to Parliament and that Parliament must pre-
vail.

On motion
Jjourned.

by Mr. Mullany debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.18 p.m.
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pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—VENEREAL DISEASE,

TREATMENT.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Min-
ister for Education: 1, Iow many
times sinee last enactment of Section
2536 of the amending Health Act has
the C(‘ommissioner of Public Health had
oceasion to use the powers contained

therein? 2, How many medical practitioners
have nﬂt:ﬁeﬂ the department of failure on
part of their patients to eentinue treatment,
and what action has been taken! 3, H{m



